
iìnotl.ìel cóncìusion is betlcr than an cxtclìsive and inconcÌusivc discus,
sion. \A/hatevcl l,oul pclsonal opìnion, avoid anir.ltosiq' ancl ircl horlircm
argumcnts in plcsenting thc controvetsy. Do nol sllppoÌt yonl position
or justify youl lescarch by citing cstablished authorities out of coìttext.

Stqte the purpose nnd røtionale. A1'tcr you have introducccì the problent
and clcvclopcd Lhe backglound rrirtelial, yor-r are in a positior.r to explain
your apploacÌr to soh'ing thc ploblerr. Make this staterìlcnt il'ì the closing
palagr-aphs ol the iutroductinn. At this point, a clefinìtìon of the varialtles
ancl a lamal sliìtelne r.ìt of ¡,our Ìrypotlreses give clar ity to tlte paper. lìcar
in mincl the follort'ing <prcstious in closing thc iltroduction: What var.-
jablcs clici I plan to nranipulatc? Wh¡rf results clicl I expcct, ancì u,hy did
I cxpcct thel.ìr?'l-hc logic bchind "\Mry cìid I cxpcct theu?" should bc
n.radc cxplicit. (ìlealiy dcvclop the ratiouale for cach hypothesìs.

:t.cr) Method
'l'Ìre À4cthocl scctiolt clesct ibes ir cletail hou'the str-rdy u,as conductcd.
Such a dcscrìp1ìol cnables thc leacìcr to cvaÌuâte tÌre appropliatcncss of
yonl mcthocìs ancì thc lcliability and thc valicì;ty of youl rcsulLs. Ìl alsct

pclr.r.rits cxpclicnccd jt.ì\'csfigâtors to r:cplicatc the stLrdy if thcy so clcsir.c.

lf youl pa¡rct is an Lr¡.¡l¿1s of an ongoing ol earlict study and thc
r.ncthocl h¿s Lrccn pr.rblishccl jn cìctail clscrvhcrc, yoLl lt.ìay r.clcr-lltc r.c¡clcl.

to tlliìt sourcc and sinrpìy give a brief synopsis ol'the ntcthocì il (his

seclion.

We present cross-seclionqL ond 3-yeor longitudincrl doto llom cr

study ol odults crged 55 to 84.... TLre memory tosks were those
used in oul previous reseorch (Zelinski et ol., 1990; Zelinski,
Gi.lewski, & T}rompson, l9B0).

(Scc scction 1.12 for trcatl.ìlcrÌt of nultiple cxpclirrcnts.)

Identify subsections. It is both conventional ancl cxpedicnt to divirJe the
Methocl scctior.l into labclccl subscctions. 'lÌtese usually inclucìc dcselip
tions of Lhc p¡r'ticipânfs oI subjccts, tÌìe appâratus (oI malclials), ancl



the pmccdutc. lf the dcsign olrtbe cxpcrilllcrrl is comp)cx ol thc stinruli

requitcclctailcclcìcsci'iption,aclc]itiolralsr¡lrscctiolrsol.sublrcadilrgslodi-
vicle thc subscctious t.uay bc \\'ar-râ1.ìtcd to help reacìcls fincl s1;ecific in-

fornratiolr' Youl' otl,ll jr:clglr-rctrt is tlrc ilcst guidc otl u4rat lrut-l-tbct arrd

type of subheaclings to usc (scc scctìorl 3 32 for gtriclelincs )

lllclucìcit-ltlrcscsubscctiolrsorrlyLlrcinfot.tlatiolìesscntiâltocolì].
pr.ehcnd and replicatc thc stucly. Tns l'fìcicnt ¿lctail leavcs thc readet rvitlr

qu"rti,,r,.; too muchcletail burclens the teadcl u'itlr illelcvant infot*'.

lniìtloll.

Pafticipafltsorsubjects'Applopr.iateicletltificatiot.lofreseal.clrsubject!
antl clicntcle is cr.ìtical to the scicucc ând prâctice oI pq'chobgy, pârlic-

ularly for.assessiug the r.csults (naking courpatisous acloss groups); gç.li

eralizing thc 1ìnclings; ancl nal<ing corrpat isotrs itl t eplìcations' lite¡41919'

r"ui",n., n. sccondat y clata atlalyses 'lhe sarnplc shoulcl be adegu3t9.!1

dcscl ibed, ancl it shoulcì be rcpl csel.ìtatì\'c (if it ìs not' givc the Lrndèil¡¡;lr1g

rcasons). couclusions ancì intcrpt.ctations shotlld lrot go beyotìd. :vilr-3.1

denrogla¡rhic cìralirctclislic is au cxl.rcliucutal vaLìâblc :-i:t1:;-]'].1,å::i
lcscribethegrorÌpsPccilìc-a1lÍr+":'i{q-i':fi,rtlìcilltÙl.Pr(tltì.ìll..ìlf('\tlìl\'(llscrll)ctt]cgl.()llllsPL\'''\Í¡,¡',,..

o-pf., in terns of national oligìn' levcl tl1'cclì"ìcâtiol'llLÎl'1.]t:1,..¡..,tïi
. : . -.::,,,fit,:til':i.l..tà. - :llttgttltgc Ptt lc.cnc( 'rllrl ll\c:

The soconcl group includecl 40 Centrol Ameliggi:I'

tween llie <ri7es of 20 <rnd 30 yecrls' oìÌ of vhorí'þ
{rom EI Sqlvodor, }rc¡<ì qt leost t2 1'eors o! 943!'!

o.r-"t .", residerits of the United Stctteè {irl"' ti:

oncl l:v <J.r Wo lrlrnìor' DC

,..r coN r.rNr ^ND 
òrf)¡:1..1i,':I.:..:rri.rl



'lir clctcrnrinc how lìr tbc data c¡n bc gcnclalizccl, it nay bc usclul to
iclcutifl, sub g¡otr ¡r"

Tl'ie A.sicu'i scrmpJe included 30 CÌrinese crnd 45 Vietncrmese
persoì-Ìs

ot

Among the Lotino ond llisponic Amelicon men, 20 were \4exi-
ccrn Amelicon ond 20 were Puerto Riccrn.

lìvcl whcn â characlcristic is not ¿l analylic virlilblc, rcp<tlting it rrrl'
givc leaders it rror.c con.rplctc unclcrslandìr.rg ol tbc sarr¡rlc ¡ud oftcn

¡rroves uscful in n.rcta-analylìc studjes that incorporatc flre alticle's
lcsnìts.

When anin¡als arc tbc subjects, r'cport thc gcnus, spccìcs, ¡ncl stlailr
nuln[¡eL oL other specihc identitcatjon, such ¿rs t]re naure ¡ncl locirtion
of thc supplìel ancl Lhc stocl< dcsignation. (ìivc thc nurlbcr ol'anirrals
ancl tlrc ¿rninals' scx, agc, u,eigJrl, irnd physrologrcal condition. In adcli-
tion, spccrly all cssc¡rtiaì clctails of tì'ìcjr tlcrìtr'lrer'ìt ancl hancÌlìng so tl.raf

thc inr,cstigation car bc succcsslïlly lcplicatcd.
Give the total nunbel ol subjccts ancl tlrc numbcl assìgnecl to cach

cxpclin.rcntal conclition. lf any did r'ìot col)'ìplcte thc expcr-il'ìrent, stâte

horv nrrny ancl cxplain rvhy tÌrcy did lo{ coulir'ìuc.
\A/hcn you submìt youl urâr'ìuscript, inclicatc 1o thc jou; nal cditol tìr¡t

the trcâtrìcr'rt of subjccts (pcoplc ol aninals) u,as in accorcìarcc n ith thc
clhical slancl¡rcls o1' the Al)A (scc PrìncjLrlcs (r.l 6.20 in thc "Iìthical
Principlcs o1' Psychokrgists and (lodc ol (Ì¡ncluct," APA, 1992a).

Appû|'ãlus. 'l'hc suLrscctjou on ¡pparalus bliclìy dcsclibcs (hc appirr¡lus
ol r.n¿rtcl i¡ls usecl artl thcir l'unctior in thc cxpcr'ìnrcnt. Stanclarcl labo-
ì'âtoly c(luiplìlcnt, such as 1ìr'ni1urc, stopu¡¡{chcs, or scrccns, can usually
bc r.ncntionccl without detail. lclcntily spccìalizcd cquipnenl obtainccl




