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Department of Theatre Arts
9 January 2008

Greetings from the Westmont College Theatre Arts Department!

It is my privilege to write to you as the new Chair of Theatre Arts at Westmont College, having recently completed a thrilling year in the department.  Big things are happening here at the college with Phase I building underway and the inauguration of a new president and I am happy to report that the theatre arts department is right in step with record student participation and audience attendance.  The arts are being celebrated and supported more and more here at the college with a newly funded arts coordinator, endowed chairs in music and fine art, and the appointment of our very own Dr. John Blondell to Director of Theatre status.  

We are very excited to see the “theatre scene” at Westmont growing so quickly.  Our numbers of majors and minors have doubled in the last five years, and the 2007-2008 year saw 25 different theatre and dance productions, 78 public performances, and over 150 students participating!  Other highlights from last year include the residency of internationally renowned playwright Naomi Iizuka during the production of her play ANON, guest artist Charles Holt’s moving performance of Richard Wright’s BLACK BOY, and the inaugural season of our new public high school outreach program, FOUND IN TRANSLATION: Great Literature of the Theatre, which brought over 700 local students to our theatre, many for their first theatre experience to see productions of JANE EYRE and ANON.  We are in the midst of another terrific year in the department with 5 international professional artists in residence (3 actors, 1 director, and 1 scenographer), playwriting courses being offered for the first time, 2 co-productions with the Lit Moon Theatre Company that showcased Westmont students during the Lit Moon World Shakespeare Festival (www.litmoon.com), a fall dance concert exploring stories from Africa, and the development the world premiere of Muéveme, Muévete, a bilingual magical realism play written by Diana Small ’09 to be directed on the mainstage in the spring.  All of this in addition to our innovative courses and workshops promises to continue the tradition of excellence in the theatre arts.

Throughout this time of growth, we have maintained our commitment to providing a broad and rich education to undergraduate students, training and encouraging engaged, creative, and well-rounded Christian theatre artists committed to the development of an enlightened mind, deep empathy, a curious spirit, and an appreciation for the moral imagination.  

I encourage you to visit the theatre arts page on the Westmont Web site,  http://www.westmont.edu/_offices/arts_at_westmont/ to find out more about our outstanding faculty, theatre scholarships and what we offer here, including major and minor tracks in theatre and dance.  Best to you in your journey, and please contact us with any questions or to set up an audition.

Sincerely yours,

Mitchell Thomas

Chair, Theatre Arts
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