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Westmont College Foreign Travel Program 
Assumption of Risk and Participation Agreement 

 
Special meanings and usages of all underlined words are presented in the Glossary on Page 3. 
(See also the overview of this document [titled “Bad News / Good News”] on the back page.) 

 

 Program:  

 Westmont: Westmo nt College, 955 LaPaz Rd, Santa Barbara CA 93108 

    
    
 Participant: Name  Age  

 IMPORTANT: 
THIS IS A RELEASE OF LEGAL RIGHTS. DO NOT SIGN IT UNTIL YOU HAVE READ, 
UNDERSTOOD, ACCEPTED, AND INITI ALED AT THE BOTTOM OF ALL 3 PAGES, 

THE TERMS AND RISKS IDENTIFIED IN THIS AGREEMENT (INCLUDING THE GLOSSARY). 

  Signature  Date  

Emergency Contact: Name  Phone  

[___] I am submitting the separate form for appointment of health care agent. OR [___] I decline to submit that form and thus waive its benefits. 

    
    
 Witness: Name    

  Signature  Date  

 Co-sign er: Name  (Only needed if Participant is under 18 years of age) 

  Signature  Date  

    
 

1. Basic Acknowledgments 
1.1. Travel abroad can be risky. While Westmont has taken reasonable and prudent steps to reduce foreseeable risk, 

significant risk may exist for personal injury, death or property damage related to my part icipation in this Program. 
1.2. Although I m ay have been encouraged to part icipate in the Program for the sake of  my  personal growth, and 

even if Program part icipat ion has been made a condit ion  for my  major, a degree, or graduat ion, I acknowledge 
that  I have freely chosen Westm ont  and this Program to further my  educat ion, and thus my  part icipat ion in th is 
Program in one or mo re foreign count ries is purely voluntary. 

1.3. I am an adult, over eighteen years of age. (If not, this document is co-signed above by one of my parents.) 
1.4. I have read this document thoroughly, including the Glossary, and I fully understand that  my signature means I am 

accepting all risks related to my part icipat ion in the Program. I acknowledge that this document, including the 
Glossary, contains serious and substant ial language regarding potent ial harm to me or my belongings. 

1.5. I have read, or will read, and am responsible for knowing and understanding the contents of, any and all materials 
supplied by Westmont to prepare me for this experience. I have part icipated in, and/or will part icipate in, with full 
attent ion, all orientat ion events required for this Program. 

1.6. I am fully and personally responsible for comp let ing all Program requirements, including the t imely submi ssion of all 
forms and documents necessary prior to departure. I recognize that  my acceptance into the Program is contingent on 
fulfi l ling certain dut ies, and my failure to do so may result in my not being allowed to part icipate in the Program. 

2. Travel & Transportation Matters 
2.1. Certain Travel Risks are involved in going to, from and with in foreign countries. M any of these risks are not  

present on the Westmo nt cam pus. 
2.2. If any Loss due to Travel Risk occurs, I will accept full responsibility for covering that Loss, whether through personal 

insurance, personal funds, or other personal sources. I agree that Westmont has no liability for such Losses. 
2.3. If I elect  to Travel in a vehicle wh ich has not been h ired or chartered by Westmo nt, I understand that  the 

qual if icat ions of the driver and the determ inat ion of the sufficiency of insurance coverages for the veh icle and 
driver are my  own responsibi lity. 

2.4. If I becom e detached from the Program group, fai l to m eet a scheduled departure, or becom e i l l or injured, I wi l l  
bear al l responsibi l ity to seek out, contact , and reach the group at  its next  avai lable dest inat ion; and I  wi ll  bear 
all costs related thereto. 
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3. Medical Matters 
3.1. I may visit  areas where certain Biom edical  Hazards are present that  are not com mo nly encountered on the 

Westmo nt cam pus; these may be defin ite risks in certain  countries. Westmo nt cannot recom mend precaut ions 
appropriate for each individual.  

3.2. I am aware of my  personal medical needs. Whether or not  I have exercised my  opportun ity to consult  with a 
health  care pract it ioner of  my  choice, I assure Westmo nt that  there are no health -related reasons or problems 
wh ich in the exercise of reasonable care would preclude or restrict  my  part icipat ion in the Program. 

3.3. Prior to part icipat ion in the Program, I wil l consult  with a health care pract it ioner of my  choice in order to 
becom e fami liar with Biom edical Hazards that  may be encountered in the Program  count ry/ ies, and to obtain  
the appropriate means of M edical Prevent ion or m it igat ion. 

3.4. I have comp leted or wi ll com plete Ñ  honest ly, accurately and fully Ñ  any required pre-departure health forms. 
3.5. Water and food sources in foreign countries may be contami nated. Building, vehicle, and other safety standards 

in foreign countries may be less stringent than those in the United States. Providers of food, water, shelter and 
transportat ion are not agents of, nor represented by, Westmo nt College. 

3.6. Whi le abroad, I wi l l exercise reasonable and/or recom mended precaut ions with respect to food, drink, personal  
hygiene, personal conduct, and exposure to known disease risk factors (including sexual  contact  and behavior). I  
further agree to conform to applicable health regulat ions commu nicated to me before or wh ile part icipat ing in  
the Program. 

3.7. I have been advised of the coverages and limi ts of the Student Accident &  Sickness Insurance Plan, which Westmo nt 
provides to all part icipants. I have arranged for whatever insurance I consider adequate to meet any and all needs for 
payment of medical care while in a foreign country. 

3.8. Ult imately, I assume al l risk for cost  of m edical care, including hospital izat ion, wh ile in, or in t ransit  to or from,  
any foreign country. 

4. Activity Matters 
4.1. I wil l decl ine to part icipate in any act ivity which : 1) involves ext raordinary or apparent risks; 2) is ident ified as a 

Òhazardous act ivityÓ in paragraph 5.7; or 3) a reasonable person would not undertake when aware that  the 
act ion has a signif icant risk of Loss.  

4.2. I am aware that  my  behavior can reflect , for bet ter or worse, upon Westm ont College. Throughout the 
experience I wil l behave in a manner consistent with the guidel ines portrayed in Westmo ntÕs Student Handbook. 
In the event that  the Program director, in his or her exclusive discret ion, should determ ine that  my  conduct or 
academ ic performance is detrimental  to the Program or to other part icipants, the di rector may term inate my  
part icipat ion in th is Program. 

4.3. As a guest in any foreign count ry, certain behaviors and forms of at t ire that  may be ful ly acceptable in my  hom e 
culture may be unacceptable or offensive to the indigenous populat ion, and such behaviors or at t i re could lead 
to possible disrupt ion or term inat ion of my  part icipat ion in th is Program. 

4.4. In recognit ion of and in addit ion to the above, I acknowledge the need for the following prom ises, agree to abide 
by them,  and realize that  I could be sent hom e for dishonoring any of them:  

a. I wi l l not  buy, sell, or use i l l icit  drugs at  any t ime. 
b. I wi l l not  engage in the i rresponsible or abusive use of alcohol. 
c. I wi l l part icipate in all classes and scheduled act ivit ies un less I am il l. 
d. I wi l l abide by dress and cultural standards suitable in the cultures visited. 

5. Legal and Other Matters 
5.1. I understand and agree that I am responsible to have sufficient funds available for: 1) maintenance while participating 

in the Program, 2) restorat ion of any Loss, and 3) my return t ransportat ion under any and all circumstances. 
5.2. Al l services and accom mo dat ions used whi le abroad are subject  to the laws of the count ry in which provided. 
5.3. Should I have or develop legal problems with any foreign nationals or government, I will attend to the matter with 

my own personal funds. Westmont is not responsible for providing any assistance under such circumstances. 
5.4. I understand and agree that  act ions, occurrences or events may make necessary or desirable the mo di ficat ion or 

term inat ion of th is agreem ent, by Westmo nt, prior to or during my  part icipat ion in the Program. Westmo nt, 
and any Program director or course instructor, may at  any t ime uni lateral ly mo dify any aspect of this agreement  
or the Program when, in that  personÕs sole discret ion, such mo dif icat ion  wi l l enhance either the value of  the 
Program or the health and safety of Program part icipants. 

5.5. I have provided al l informat ion (medical, academi c, social, or otherwise) that  may be pert inent to decisions 
involving me and my  part icipat ion on the Program Ñ whether or not requested by WestmontÑ and I acknowledge 
and agree that  my  fai lure to divulge any pert inent fact  about me means Westmo nt cannot be held responsible 
for fai l ing to act  as they plausibly would if they knew that  fact . 

5.6. I agree that  th is agreement wi ll be construed under Cal iforn ia law, and that  Santa Barbara California USA wil l  
serve as the forum for any legal  proceedings incident to the Program. The terms of  th is agreement are severable, 
such that  if a court  of law holds any term to be i l legal, unenforceable, or in conf l ict  with law, the val idity of the 
rem aining port ions wi ll not  be affected. 

5.6 I ACKNOWLEDGE that I could experience significant and uncompensable Loss while a 
Participant in this Program. including, but not limited to, the following: 

Loss - Bodi l y i l l ness, personal  i nj ury, dismemberment  or death; lawful  or unlawful  
detent ion (i e, j ai l  or kidnapping); depri vat ion, disappearance, damage, destruct i on 
or thef t  (or the l ike) of  personal  proper ty, including luggage and personal  ef fects; 
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addi t ional  expenses due to Travel  Risks; i nconvenience, delay, embarrassment , or  
defamat ion of  character. 

5.7 I hereby specifically ASSUME THE RISKS of potential or actual perils and hazards 
attendant to (and including but not limited to) the following:  

Activities – Al l  under takings, of f icial  or  unoff icial : physical  work (i ncluding work 
performed as a par t  of  the Program); Travel , spor ts, or recreat ional  act i vi t ies; or  
Òhazardous act i vi t iesÓ (i ncluding rock cl imbing; rappel l ing, scuba, f ree or high 
divi ng; whi t e-wat er  raf t i ng; bungee j umping; running wi th bul l s; motorcycle r idi ng; 
spelunking; dangerous hi king; hi t chhik ing; i nt ent ional  or unwi t t i ng Travel  i n to 
areas wi th hazard of  criminal , pol i t ical  or  t errorist  act i vi t y, unrest or danger). 

Biomedical Hazards - I nfect ious, t ropi cal , parasit i c and other diseases, vi ruses or  
bact eria; contaminat ed wat er or food; and insect , spider, snake, f i sh or animal  
bi t es, which may cause Loss. 

Natural Hazards - Peri ls of  ext reme weather  and act s of  God, i ncluding but  not  l imi ted 
to eart hquake, f i re, f lood and avalanche. 

Travel Risks - Any t ype of  Travel  may invol ve r isk of  Loss, delays, changes i n the means 
of  t ransportat ion or i n the performance of  other services; or sickness, weather, 
vehicl e accidents, str ikes, wars, nat ural  di sast ers, pi ckpocket s, of f ici al  cor rupt ion, or  
other  unforeseen causes or unfor t unat e outcomes. 

5.8 I agree (on behalf of myself and my heirs, successors, personal representatives and assigns) 
to RELEASE Westmont from any liability to me, and from any Loss resulting from the 
above-referenced risks involved with my participation in this Program. 

 

Glossary 
Note: key terms and descriptions include, but are not  l imi ted t o, all eventualities and alternatives, whether or not listed. 

 

Activities See Paragraph 5.7 above. 
Biomedical Hazards See Paragraph 5.7 above. 

Co-signer Signature of parent or guardian is required only when Part icipant is under 18 years of age. 
Emergency Contact The person who should be not ified as quickly as possible in the event of an em ergency 

involving Part icipant. 
Loss See Paragraph 5.6 above. 

Medical Prevention Inoculat ion, immu nizat ion, or prophylact ic prescript ion of medicat ions. 
Natural Hazards See Paragraph 5.7 above. 

Participant Program part icipant nam ed on Page 1 and ident if ied th roughout the document as 
ÒI/me/my /m ineÓ. 

Program Al l act iv it ies and Travel pertain ing to the Program ident if ied on Page 1 and intended by 
Westmo nt as a learning experience for the Part icipant, from the comm encement to the 
com plet ion of all Travel to and from a foreign count ry. 

Student Accident & 
Sickness Insurance 

Plan 

This is the standard insurance program required for al l enrolled students. It  is worldwide in 
coverage. A brochure out lin ing the plan benefit s, exclusions, and claims procedures has 
been separately supplied to all students and their parents. Where coverage under a parentÕs 
plan is effect ive worldwide, th is plan is secondary. 

Travel Travel, t ransportat ion or excursions by any m eans of conveyance (eg, air, bicycle, bus, 
mo torcycle, skateboard, taxi and train), whether planned or spontaneous, and whether 
individual ly or as part  of a group. 

Travel Risks See Paragraph 5.7 above. 
Westmont Westmont College, and all its faculty, staff, Trustees, insurers, agents, assistants or volunteers 

either in their individual capacit ies or by reason of their relat ionship to Westmont, or their 
successors. 

Witness Legal adult  who mu st sign th is docum ent to veri fy that  Part icipant previously signed it , and 
did so voluntari ly. 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bad News / Good News 
About the Westmont College Foreign Travel Program 

Assumption of Risk and Participation Agreement 
 

Bad News 
Yes, bad th ings real ly do happen to good people on Westm ont programs. In 1989, three 
students lost their l ives in a col l ision wi th a drunk driver whi le driving near Ensenada for 
the Pot terÕs Clay program. In 1995 a woman studen t contracted a perm anently debi l i tat ing 
tropical disease whi le in Costa Rica. In recen t years, some students returned from abroad 
with hepati t is. Also, some cars and computers have been stolen. ThatÕs al l  bad news. 

Good News 
During the last 30 years, over 3,000 studen ts have part i cipated in off cam pus programs. 
Significant losses have occurred in only a handful  of instances. So, the odds are that i t  
wonÕt happen to you, and that you wi l l  have a wonderful  experience. We pray and trust  
that wi l l  be so for you. 

Bad News 
BUT, i f som ething bad does happen to you, Òthe oddsÓ wonÕt mat ter. Westm ont has taken  
steps to minimize risk, yet certain risks rem ain en tirely yours Ñ  and i tÕs up to you whether 
to accept  those risks as part of your personal and responsible decision to part icipate. You 
should not make any assumptions regarding your or your parentsÕ insurance coverages, and 
i f you lack certainty regarding the legal m eaning of any provision  in th is docum ent, you 
should obtain appropriate legal advice. 
You’ve got to read this document thoroughly and sign it freely. You may need to do 
some “homework” before signing it, such as gathering input from parents, insurers, 
and others. You will not be granted permission to participate in this program unless 
you complete, sign and return this and other required forms. 

Good News 
The document is wri t ten in personal, you/we language, wi th topic headings and num bered 
paragraphs to make i t  easy to fol low. We donÕt want th is form or i ts conten ts to be an  
obstacle for you; we simply want to help you m ake an inform ed decision about your 
part icipation in an activi ty that involves some possible risk. And remember É youÕll  be 
able to reduce your personal exposure to risk of in jury or loss by your own prudent choices 
whi le on the program. 


