
Plagiarism Statement

for Possible Inclusion in College Syllabi

To plagiarize is to present someone else's work—his or her words, line of thought, or organizational structure—as your own.  This occurs when sources are not cited properly, or when permission is not obtained from the original author to use his or her work. Another person's "work" can take many forms: printed or electronic copies of computer programs, musical compositions, drawings, paintings, oral presentations, papers, essays, articles or chapters, statistical data, tables or figures, etc.  In short, if any information that can be considered the intellectual property of another is used without acknowledging the original source properly, this is plagiarism.

Please familiarize yourself with the entire Westmont College Plagiarism Policy.  This document defines different levels of plagiarism and the penalties for each.  It also contains very helpful information on strategies for avoiding plagiarism.  It cannot be overemphasized that plagiarism is an insidious and disruptive form of academic dishonesty.  It violates relationships with known classmates and professors, and it violates the legal rights of people you may never meet.




