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Results of Department Networking
Our department has continued its work of building relationships that would help us generate a diverse pool in the event of a search. Examples of this work include:

· Chandra Mallampalli’s continued membership of a missions history discussion list, which has led to conversations with scholars of color working on Africa and the Middle East.

· Dr. Mallampalli’s attendance at a conference of the Association of Asian Studies in Hawaii, with meaningful conversations with colleagues about our department.

· Dr. Mallampalli is also going to the Modern Missionary Movement conference in Yale in June.

· Drs. Alister Chapman and Rick Pointer attended a Lilly conference on vocation in Indianapolis, which gave them an opportunity to meet numerous administrators from Christian colleges across the country, many of whom were women or non-white.

· Dr. Heather Keaney will be joining us in the department this coming Fall to teach middle eastern history and the Westmont in Istanbul program.

· Dr. Chapman offered two female seniors the opportunity to teach one of his classes this semester, as a way of helping them discern whether they should pursue a career in academe.

· Dr. Chapman also took two female students to a conference on the national history honor society with the same purpose.

· Dr. Marianne Robins is taking part in a conference on teaching the Holocaust in Washington D.C. this summer, which will give her an opportunity to meet a wide array of historians.

· In addition, Dr. Robins’s Spring semester in France will have allowed her to develop her contacts with scholars there.

Changes in Department Climate

Our department continues to work on becoming a place where all its members and students are at home and can flourish. In particular:

· At this year’s department social, we invited our visiting professor, Vanessa Crispin-Peralta, and a long-term adjunct professor, Dr. Monica Orozco, to present their research to the students.

· The size of our department this semester (two!), has allowed for many enjoyable informal interactions between Drs. Mallampalli and Chapman.

· Dr. Chapman introduced a new component to his GE World History course, which required students to spend three weeks grappling with problems of government in Ming China.

· Dr. Mallampalli gave the college’s Martin Luther King day lecture.

