Courses that Include Diversity or Cross-Cultural Related Content
Westmont College 2010-2011 

At Westmont, the faculty are intentional in seeking to make the curriculum more inclusive of a range of issues related to diversity. In doing this, they have for the most part, embedded these issues within the context of existing courses. The positive side of this approach is that diversity issues are studied as part of mainstream disciplinary concerns, rather than as a set of isolated issues. The negative side of this approach is that diversity concerns can seem invisible within the curriculum. In order to make some of these courses more “visible,” we provide students with a list of courses that faculty have identified as dealing with topics related to diversity. 

	Type of diversity
	Level of diversity

	C  Culture
	S   Course includes one or two modules devoted to diversity or  requires the use of alternative perspectives

	D  Disability/Age
	

	F  Religion
	M   Diversity is a major course theme

	G  Gender
	P    Diversity is a primary and pervasive focus of the course

	R  Race/Ethnicity
	

	W   Socio-Economic/Class
	


	Type
	Level
	Course
	Semester
	Course Title
	Description (including methodology)

	C
	P
	Art 23
	Even Falls
	Survey of World Art
	A course focusing on non-western art, explicitly examining the methodological challenges that arise when studying objects from non-western contexts with the tools and categories that were developed to study western art.  

	R
	P
	Art 133
	Odd Falls
	Art, Theology and Worship
	This course focuses on diversity within Christianity.  Specifically, the course examines Catholic, Orthodox and Protestant theologies, and how they frame and interpret different uses for visual art in corporate worship.  

	R/W/C/G
	P
	ED 105
	Every Fall
	Perspectives on Cultural Diversity and Education
	A survey of philosophical and historical discussions about cultural diversity, as these pertain to K-12 education, and to some extent, higher education as well.  In addition to discussions of diversity in general, specific issues pertinent to the education of selected cultural groups are highlighted.

	C/G/R/W
	S
	ED110/111
	Fall
	Ed. Psychology
	Course examines how educational theories impact the diverse range of students (culture, age, gender, race, SES)

	C/G/R/W
	S
	ED170
	Fall
	Reading & Language Arts
	Students learn to differentiate instruction to meet the wide range of student needs from differing cultures, gender, race, SES

	C/G/R/W
	S
	ED171
	Fall
	Content Area Literacy
	Same as above

	C/D/F/G/R/W
	S
	ED100
	Fall/Sp
	Explorations in Teaching
	Student backgrounds are explored in the elementary classroom



	C/D/F/G/R/W
	S
	ED101
	Fall/Sp
	Explorations in Teaching
	Student backgrounds are explored in the elementary classroom

	CFGRW
	M
	HIS10
	F, S
	Perspectives on World History
	The course treats many types of diversity, helping students to appreciate the roots of human diversity and different ways of approaching it.

	CGW
	M
	HIS141
	Varies
	European Society and Culture Since 1700
	Course deals with social and cultural diversity in modern Europe. Gender is another emphasis of the course.

	GW
	S
	HIS142
	Varies
	European Intellectual History Since 1650
	Course includes key texts in the development of feminism and socialism.

	D
	P
	KNS

181
	FAll
	Special Populations
	This course is designed to broaden awareness of disability beyond traditional cultural attitudes and norms.

	C R
	M
	PEA030
	F/S 2010-11
	Ballroom, Latin, Swing Dance
	Latin and Swing=2/3 Diversity (Latin and African-American Dance)



	C,

F
	1
	PHI-006
	1, 2
	“Philosophical Perspectives”
	A topical introduction to philosophy that considers a variety of viewpoints, religious and non-religious, from different times, places and cultures.

	C, F,

G


	3
	PHI-104
	1
	“Ethics”
	An introduction to philosophical ethics that considers a variety of viewpoints, religious and non-religious, from different times, places and cultures.  Much of the most influential writing in contemporary ethical theory is by women, so special attention is given to the work of, e.g., Anscombe, Foot, Murdoch, O’Neill, Korsgaard, Midgeley.

	F
	S
	RS10 
	Fall/Spring
	Life and Literature of the New Testament
	Foci: Christianity and Judaism; the Jewish roots of Christianity; the importance of understanding Judaism for the study of Jesus; the basic differences between them. Methodology: close reading of key Biblical texts, secondary lit. on religious context.

	G
	S
	RS10
	Fall/Spring
	Life and Literature of the New Testament
	Focus: Biblical perspectives on gender. We spend at least a week on this, examining key texts in their social context, and discussing the relevance of an obviously patriarchal text for the modern church.

	R
	S
	RS10
	Fall/Spring
	Life and Literature of the New Testament
	Focus: Gentile inclusion in the church; early Christian debates and disputes (e.g., Acts 15; Galatians) on the relationship of Jews and Gentiles in the church; Paul’s Gospel to the Gentile world.

	W
	S
	RS10
	Fall/Spring
	Life and Literature of the New Testament
	Focus: Roman notions of honor/patronage; impact of Roman economics on early Christian movement; Jesus’ teaching on wealth and poverty

	C/G/W
	M
	RS110
	Every 2 years on campus and occasionally off-campus
	Jesus in the Gospels
	Focus: Jesus’ relationship to marginal peoples (women, poor, sick, Gentiles, demonized, children). Method: close reading of texts in context. Off-campus in Israel/Palestine: on-site study of relevant texts, combined with examination of contemporary marginalized groups in the Middle East (e.g., refugees).

	C/G/R
	M
	RS111
	Every 2 years
	Paul and His Legacy
	Focus: Reading Paul’s letters for the modern church, examining his teachings on a range of subjects including gender & leadership; Gentile inclusion apart from religious conversion; God versus the false gods; slavery and social class; homosexuality and sexuality; etc. Method: close readings of text, major paper, seminar discussion/presentations. 

	C
	P
	SP/FR 150
	
	Cross-Cultural Studies
	Course designed to help students develop intercultural sensitivity and competence through the study of culture in general and its profound effect on our beliefs, values and behavior; through study of  our own “American” culture, as well as Hispanic and French cultures specifically.

	C F G R W
	S
	TA122
	Sp 2010
	Dance History
	Thinking Historically G.E. includes Dance in Culture, Religion & Gender

	F C
	M
	TA023
	Sp 2011
	History of Sacred Dance
	Thinking Historically G. E. includes Sacred Dance in Diverse Cultures

	C,F, F,R, W
	P
	AN-135
	F or S
	Gender and Sex Roles in Cross-Cultural Perspective
	This course surveys the diversity of male and female roles and statuses in a variety of cultures.  It reviews and analyzes the anthropological theories that explain similarities and differences in the ways in which cultures construct gender and determine sex roles and the interlinking relationships with ethnicity, social class, and religion.  The course will also examine the changes in roles and status in contemporary U.S. society as well as questions of the role of gender and sex roles in Christian faith and practice.  The pedagogy is mainly discussion and some active learning activities.



	C,F,G,R,W
	P
	AN-115
	S
	Peoples and Cultures of Latin America
	This course provides an introduction to the unity and diversity of present day Latin American cultures and societies as well as an understanding of the region's cultural history, including influences from Europe, Africa, North America, and indigenous populations.  Its main focus, however, will be on contemporary social processes which are shaping Latin American societies from tribal peoples, to peasants, to urban populations and elites.  The course will emphasize the perspectives anthropologists use to understand and explain these processes.  This course will be of interest to all students wanting to understand Latin America.   The pedagogy includes lecture and discussion.



	C,F,G,R,W
	P
	AN-001
	F
	Introduction to Cultural Anthropology
	Cultural anthropology studies contemporary human societies around the world.  At its foundation, is the idea that culture(the norms for behavior, values, and patterns of adaptation that are shared by a group of people(profoundly shapes the human experience. This course introduces the concepts, theories and methods that anthropology uses to analyze cultures.  To accomplish this the focus of the course is learning to apply anthropological thinking which is scientific and humanistic, empirical, comparative, relativistic, local in focus, and holistic from a Christian perspective  to a range of cultural topics such as gender, social organization, religion, politics, and economics. The pedagogy includes lecture, discussion and active learning activities. 



	CGRWF
	D
	Soc 001
	Spring

Fall
	Introduction to Sociology
	Thematic studies on Culture, Class, Ethnicity, Religion and Gender.



	CGRWF
	P
	An-Soc

150
	Fall
	Cross Cultural Communication
	How to navigate   Diverse Contexts, Skills and Values encapsulated

In Diversity Competencies.

	CGRWF
	P
	An-Soc 150
	Spring
	Third World Studies
	Comparative Societies: Economic, historical, Cultural, Gender and Ethnic

Factors in Development, Globalization, Colonialism, Traditionalism and Political Systems.

	C,G,R,W
	M
	Bio 124
	Occassional Springs
	Biology, Values, and the Developing World
	The course focuses on a) biological theories of race, gender, social class, and culture, and how such theories have been oppressively used, b) the influence of gender, class, ethnicity, and culture on the construction of science and other ways of understanding the natural world.

	G, R
	S
	Bio 197
	Most Springs
	Biology & Faith
	Class includes units relating biological, theological, and anthropological perspectives (and debates) on gender & gender roles, “race,” and sexual orientation.

	C
	P
	ENG

44
	F, S
	Studies in World Literature
	Thinking Globally GE course.  Topics in modern and contemporary literature from around the world.  Readings may include works by African, Asian, Middle Eastern, Latin American, or Native American writers and range from indigenous work to writing in colonial and post-colonial contexts, including both literature in translation and Anglophone writers.

	C, R, G, R, W
	M
	ENG

46
	F
	Survey of British Literature before 1800
	Survey of major works of English literature from 500-1800.  Focuses on situating texts in their historic, cultural, and ideological context, and thus invites conversation about questions related to gender, class, religious difference, and the representation of racial and ethnic difference.  

	R
	P
	ENG 

134
	Varies
	Ethnicity and Race in American Literature
	Explorations of traditions in America’s diverse cultural literatures, and literary representations of relations between and within different ethnic and racial groups.  Texts and emphases vary.

	G, F, R,W
	P
	ENG

160
	Varies
	Women Writers
	Writing by women in a variety of genres, arranged chronologically or thematically to focus on questions related to gender, class, race, and spirituality.

	C
	P
	ENG

165
	Varies
	Topics in World Literature
	Thinking Globally GE course.  May focus on major figures or on a special topic in world literature in translation (such as visionary literature), or on an emerging field such as Anglophone poetry or post-colonial fiction.

	C,

F,

G,

R,

W
	P
	ENG

195
	Varies
	Racial and Religious Others in Medieval and Early Modern Literature
	Examines representations of racial and religious otherness in English literature from 12th – 17th centuries, focusing on figures of the Jew, Saracen, heretic, mystic, as well as those living beyond England’s geographic borders (Irish, Welsh, Native Americans).  Explores how these racial-religious categories participate in larger understandings of the “monstrous,” the “barbarian,” the “demonic,” or the “feminine” via close readings alongside postcolonial, ontological, and critical race theories.

	C, F, G, R


	P
	ENG-165-1  
	Varies  


	World Visionary Literature
	Extensive readings in visionary works from around the world and throughout history. Reading list includes whole books from ancient Taoist and Buddhist writings, as well as books by Attar, Rumi, St. John of the Cross, Dostoevsky, Gibran, Hesse, Rilke, Neruda, Weil, and Dillard, all in English or English translation. Exposes students to a variety of religious perspectives and a variety of cultural and ethnic perspectives.



	F
	S
	RS020 
	all
	Christian Doctrine
	Major readings feature contrasts drawn among evangelicals, Roman Catholics, mainline Protestants, and atheists or agnostics. Students must master the ways of thinking of each tradition reflected in those readings and course presentations.

	F
	M
	RS125
	F2010
	Theology
	Major readings from ancient (Orthodox, Catholic, and Protestant) and contemporary Lutheran, Reformed, Anglican, Roman Catholic, and various evangelical Protestant sources. Students are exposed to a wide variety of theological approaches, schools of thought, and disputes.

	C, D,

G,

R, W
	S
	KNS 156
	Fall
	Health Education for Teachers
	Lecture, discussion and student presentations on social issues and health concerns that prospective teachers may encounter in the diverse classrooms of California schools.   

	W

G

F
	P

S

P
	HIS 134
	F but might vary
	Spirituality and Worship in Early-Modern Europe
	The course examines thoroughly religious practices of the people (as opposed to the elites) and spends extensive time of issues of gender.  It deals extensively with religious divisions within Christianity

	F

G

C
	P

M

P
	HIS 121
	S but might vary
	Medieval Mediterranean
	The course compares three different religious traditions (Eastern and Western Christianity, Islam) and spends considerable time analyzing the relationships and exchanges between them.

One week is devoted specifically to women in each cultural and religious area.

	R
	P
	APP

192
	Spring
	Racial Equality and Justice Seminar
	This upper division course will prepare students as they participate in the Racial Equality and Justice organization and for a service-learning project in Jackson, Mississippi and Birmingham, Alabama. They will examine race relations, racism, classism, and white privilege. They will learn about the Civil Rights Movement in the context of the Jackson and Birmingham. While in Jackson, Mississippi, they will learn about Christian community development and study the bible from a social justice perspective.  This course fulfills the G.E. for Serving Society and Enacting Justice.

Students will read articles, watch films and engage in interactive activities to inform group discussions, individual reflection, coursework and service.  They will participate in a service-learning project in Jackson, Mississippi and Birmingham, Alabama. They will also have the option to attend the Student Congress on Racial Reconciliation (SCORR) at Biola, attend a field trip to the Museum of Tolerance in Los Angeles, and lectures or events at UCSB’s Multicultural Center. 



	R
	S
	APP-085
	Fall
	Foundations of Residential Life
	Several class sessions address issues related how differences in race and ethnicity impact campus community issues.  One assignment for the course also involves reading of a book, “Moving Beyond Gridlock” which is aimed at developing a better understanding how to address issues of race as experienced in the United States context from a uniquely Christian perspective.  One week of the course is devoted to a class discussion on this book.


