



Westmont College Faculty Meeting

October 28, 2011

A) The meeting was called to order
by Rick Pointer at 3:35 pm.
B) Faculty Devotional was led by Michelle Hughes. 

    



C) A New Faculty Introduction was given by Gary Moon.




D) President Gayle Beebe gave his report.





1) We just finished our board meeting.

a. Friday’s Forum by Charlie Farhadian was well received.
b. Mark Nelson gave a dazzling, most original faculty report. 

c. The Board was grateful for the good word from WASC.
d. Strategic committees are on target.
e. Denise Jackson (alumni representative), Sharon Rose, Lynne Tahmisian, and Celeste White are the four new board members, Mitch Vance will be added fall of 2012.

f. Mark Sargent will notify us by November 1 of his final decision on the Provost offer.  Anticipate an announcement by the middle of that week.

g. The board met with new faculty.
h. Thank you faculty for coming to dinner.

i. There was excitement on the board about the current job postings. 

j. There will be new structuring on our debt financing around the end of this year and into early 2012.
k. There is growing concern on the current series of articles like; “Is college worth It?” about growing college student debt.  We will monitor and prepare to respond if there is a perceived shift in perceptions.  The cited debt totals are quite dramatic in the listed examples but we maintain our concern about our students.
2) Faculty are encouraged to participate in the upcoming Global Awareness Week.

3) We are beginning to wind down our capital campaign efforts.
4)   He is looking forward to celebrating the 75 anniversary of the college’s founding next fall during homecoming.

5) The renovations to Porter Hall and Dining Commons proceed.   The new dining station has been named “El Tejado”.
6) Questions; none
E) Troy Harris and Karen Randall gave reports on earthquake preparedness at Westmont called “We* Ready!” and “Thriving Essentials”.





F) Gary Moon gave a report on the Martin Institute





G) Business of the Faculty
















1) The Minutes from 09/30/2011 were approved without corrections.

2) Mark presented the motion from Faculty Council proposing a written Parental Benefit & Leave Policy
a.
A period of questions and answers followed the presentation.
 

b. 
Tom Fikes requested we hear the motion.

c.
Mark Nelson noted the importance of having a written policy, not to say that Westmont has had no policy in the past, but this represents a codification.  The motion reads; 
“Faculty Council moves to approve the proposed addition of the document

“Parental Benefit & Leave Policy” as Handbook section 2.7.3 (pertinent to Leaves (Non-Professional)) and the striking of the phrase “Maternity Leave” from the title of section 2.7.2.”
d.
Further discussion continued.
e.
Mary Docter moved that the words “within 12 months” be substituted where the words “in advance” currently occur and to strike the words “in advance” from the motion.  The motion to amend was seconded by Dinora Cardoso.

f. 
Further discussion followed.

g.
The amendment to the original motion was called to a vote and the motion to amend passed.

h.
Further discussion followed.
i.
Katherine Artuso proposed a motion to postpone.  The motion to postpone was seconded by Tom Fikes.  When the vote by acclamation proved impossible to discern, a call for a show of hands was made.  The vote on the motion to postpone was 20 in favor of postponement, 28 against.  The motion to postpone failed to pass.



j.
Paul Delaney called for the question.

k.
Further discussion followed.

l.
The motion as amended passed.

H) Provost’s Pointers included only the motion for the meeting to adjourn.





I)
The meeting of the Westmont College Faculty adjourned at 5:28 PM
Respectfully submitted by Robert A. Hamel

