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Definition of a credit hour (unit)

A credit hour represents the amount of student work required to accomplish stated student learning outcomes and verified by evidence of student achievement.

For regularly scheduled courses, one credit will include a minimum of 50 minutes of classroom instruction and a minimum of two hours of out of class student work each week for a term of fifteen weeks.  As a measure of learning, one credit hour approximates the intended and appropriate course learning outcomes and evidence of student achievement.
An equivalent expectation of student work, for both time and learning, shall be established in other types of academic experiences that award credit where classroom or direct faculty instruction varies (laboratory work, internships, practica, studio work, independent study, music private instruction).  The instructor shall determine the approximate mix of faculty directed instructional time and student independent work but in no case shall student work time be less than three hours each week for fifteen weeks for one hour of credit.  The criteria for awarding credit in non-classroom learning settings is the same as in classroom-based courses; one credit hour approximates the intended and appropriate course learning outcomes and evidence of student achievement.

