	Frequently Asked Questions about General Education at Westmont


From the Wish List

We desired more foreign language study.  Does this happen under the proposed system?

Under the present system, the majority of students do not take any college level language having taken two years of language (however ineffectual) in high school.  Most students will be exposed to at least one semester of language under the proposed system.  

Can we handle the increased demand for language courses with our current faculty?

Yes.  But students may not be able to take their first choice of language.

We wanted more room for off-campus programs in the curriculum.  Is this the case?

The proposed G.E. program does not “make room” for off-campus programs as such.  However, participation in such programs is encouraged in the Communicating Cross-Culturally subsection of the Competent and Compassionate Action category.  Moreover, some of the Common Inquiries requirements have been reworked to increase the integrity of the G.E. Courses that would likely be offered on an off-campus program. 

We wanted more room for internships.  

Service internships and/or service learning is one way to satisfy part of the Competent and Compassionate Action requirement.  Professional internships have not received additional visibility.

We wanted more opportunities for team teaching and interdisciplinary study.  Where are they?

While certain departments may seem natural choices to offer the Common Contexts courses, team teaching and cross-disciplinary teaching would be encouraged for these courses.  Additionally, some to of the Common Inquiries requirements such as Thinking Historically, Thinking Globally, and Understanding Society particularly lend themselves to team and cross-disciplinary teaching.  All of these options are opportunities or invitations, not mandates.

We wanted a more developed honors program.  What happened?

The G.E. program has been developed independently of any consideration of the honors program.  It is clear in the minds of the task force that honors students should not be exempt from the G.E. requirements.  The G.E. program is not to be understood as a set of introductory or entry level courses.

We need more emphasis on technology and how to think about it.  Where does that happen in the G.E. program?

While there is not course dedicated to technology, the general guidelines under which the G.E. oversight committee will approve courses include technology as one of the considerations.  This does not require that all G.E. courses address the question of technology, but does place a burden on the oversight committee to insure that an adequate number of courses do address the topic.

We need more flexibility in the G.E. courses that are offered in off-campus programs.

This has been addressed to at least some extent by opening up other options for G.E. courses to be taught off campus.  The intention is that World Civilization would not necessarily always be taught on Europe Semester.  Instead, a course satisfying, for example, the Thinking Historically or the Thinking Globally requirement could be offered.  The expectation is that a course better aligned with expertise of the faculty leading off-campus programs could be offered. 

We need a place for more emphasis on gender and ethnic concerns.  

These concerns can find a home in the Common Inquiries requirements of Understanding Society and Thinking Globally and in the Competent and Compassionate Action requirement of Serving Society; Enacting Justice. 

We should have a first year course to insure that our students really understand what a Christian liberal arts approach to education is.

While not located in a single course, this is one of the primary charges of the Common Contexts courses.  The fact that the task of framing the liberal arts has a clear home while being spread over several courses may have the advantage of addressing and readdressing the issue at various stages of a student’s development.  Presumably, at least one Common Contexts course would be taken in the first year.

Students should be taking more of their G.E. at Westmont instead of using local community colleges so that they gain the benefits of a Christian liberal arts perspective.

The Common Contexts courses must be taken at Westmont.  This ensures that the courses most explicitly addressing the Christina liberal arts approach will be taken at Westmont.

The Philosophy and Goals of the Proposal

Are we ensuring that our graduates are competent when they leave Westmont?

We cannot ensure that all graduates are competent since students must actively cooperate to make this happen.  However, the proposed G.E. curriculum is more likely to produce competent graduates than the current system.  In particular, the proposal devotes significant effort to developing skills in writing and thinking.  For the first time within the G.E. program, an effort is being made to produce graduates who are capable of effective action.  The area least addressed is technological competence.

What about a capstone course?

The G.E. proposal does not include a capstone course as such.  However, the Integrating the Major Discipline option (one of two) under Competent Action serves as an opportunity for a capstone experience.

What is the difference between a Common Contexts and a Common Inquiries course?

A Common Inquiries course serves as an introduction to a way of thinking.  These courses will tend to resemble introduction-to-the-discipline courses.  Common Contexts courses are designed to prepare students to understand and think about the liberal arts enterprise as well as to provide them with a canon of material to be used in understanding other courses.  For example, a history course offered as a Common Inquiries course would introduce students to the use of historical methods and reasoning in the context of a particular period and/or region.  The Common Contexts civilization course provides students with a broad historical background for understanding material in other courses and specifically relates this background to the liberal arts enterprise from a Christian perspective. 

Why do the Common Contexts courses have such stringent restrictions?

Since the goal of these courses is to provide students with specific backgrounds and perspectives that are not found in typical course offerings, it is necessary to specify carefully what these courses should be designed to accomplish.  Otherwise, the courses will drift into becoming standard introduction-to-the-discipline courses and the opportunity to ground students in the ideas of the liberal arts will be lost.

What current requirements are being reduced?   Why?

The Civilization requirement has been reduced from 8 to 4 units and the requirements in Philosophy, Literature and Religious Studies have been effectively reduced.  This was done, in large part, to free up space for other courses within the G.E. program without going over 60 total units.  In particular, we have made room for courses that frame the liberal arts project (Contexts courses) and courses and activities that link the academic enterprise with action and citizenship.

Explain “effectively reduced” in the previous answer.

Under the current G.E. program all students are required to take both a literature course and a philosophy course.  Under the proposed system it is possible to select Common Contexts and Common Inquiries courses in a way that avoids taking one of these courses.  The number of students taking Philosophy and Literature at Westmont will probably remain unchanged because of the restriction that Common Contexts courses be taken at Westmont.

The situation for Religious Studies courses is slightly different.  The number of protected units in Religious Studies has been reduced from the current 16 units (no higher proportion than is found in any Consortium institution) to 12 units.  One should carefully note, however, that it is only the protected units that have been reduced since church history and comparative religions courses can still be offered as Common Inquiries courses.  The difference is that these Religious Studies courses would no longer be protected but would compete with courses offered by other disciplines that satisfy the same requirements.  

Can we cover all that students need to know in one semester of Civilization?

No.  However, will the help of the other Common Contexts courses, our students should emerge with a better perspective than had they followed the common route of taking one or both of the current civilization courses at a local community college.

Administrative Details

The answers in this section reflect the best thinking of the G.E Task Force.  Final determination will reside with the G.E. Oversight Committee and the Faculty Senate.

Can A.P. Courses by used for G.E credit?

No Common Contexts requirement may be satisfied with A.P. credit.  The role of A.P. courses for the other areas will be determined by the G.E. oversight Committee.

Are courses permitted to satisfy more than one category of G.E. requirement?

The G.E. oversight committee may approve a course to satisfy more than one category of requirement if it can be established to the committee’s satisfaction that the course fulfills the requirement of both categories.  

Can a single course satisfy more than one requirement at the same time?

At the discretion of the G.E. oversight committee, a single course may be approved as satisfying more that one Common Inquiry requirement at the same time.  At most 4 units may be “double counted.”  There is no restriction on the requirements found in the Common Skills or Competent and Compassionate Action categories.

How will transfer courses be handled for Westmont students?

No transfer courses (with a possible rare exception from another Consortium school) would satisfy a Common Contexts requirement.  Under the guidance of the G.E. oversight committee, the registrar’s office would approve G.E. credit for transfer courses in other areas.  The criteria for Common Inquiries and Common Skills courses would be much the same as under the current system.  Articulation agreements would be worked out over time.

Won’t Common Contexts courses pose a problem for incoming transfer students?

The Biblical and Theological Canons, Introduction to the Christian liberal Arts and Physical Education requirements will be prorated for transfer students.  All students are required to take at least one course per year from each category until either graduation or the requirement has been met.

What about students who transfer from Westmont to other institutions?

Approximately 70% of entering students graduate from Westmont.  The 30% who transfer out may have trouble obtaining credit for the Common Contexts courses due to their unique nature.  This is a price that must be paid by any distinctive program.  The G.E. program is constructed primarily for the 70% who will graduate from Westmont.

Are there hidden units?

No in the sense that there are no prerequisites for any of the G.E. courses.  The unit count is accurate.

Yes in the sense that a student will need to satisfy certain requirements with major and elective courses.  For example, students are required to take a writing course within the major.  These are uncounted G.E. units, but should not add to the total number of units a student must take since they would be included in the unit count within the major.

What is “Writing for the Liberal Arts” and how is it staffed?

This course will be handled much the same way that the composition course is currently handled but will particularly address the themes of character, competence, citizenship, communication and critical thinking.  However, there is no option to test out of the requirement.  The course would be more open to faculty outside the English department who might wish to be involved.  In particular, writing-intensive honors courses will satisfy this requirement.

Can an incoming student ever pass out of the foreign language requirement?

Students who test at a level that would allow entry into an upper-division language course would be exempt from the G.E. language requirement.  (However, these students are likely to pursue further language studies on their own initiative.)

Do we have enough creating courses in the arts to handle the load that will be generated by the Creating and Performing requirement?

The departments in the Creative and Performing Arts do not offer sufficient courses to handle this load.  However, they need not carry the entire load since Creating and Performing is only one of two options to satisfy the Competent Action requirement.  Moreover, projects can be created in areas outside of the Fine Arts.

