Draft Feb. 5, 2008 
A. DEFINITION OF LETTER GRADES 
The following describes the level of performance for each letter grade 

designation.  Grades may be modified by plus (+) or minus (-). 

Sound scholarship demands accuracy, clarity, precision, fairness in the use of sources, sensitivity to implications and competing points of view, an ability to distinguish the relevant from the irrelevant, and effectiveness in the use of language.  An instructor may identify additional characteristics relevant to a particular discipline.  The use of a rubric such as this is meant to produce greater consistency in grading across the curriculum.

A grade of A indicates superior scholastic performance. The student 
•   demonstrates distinctive understanding of course material by exhibiting the ability to analyze critically and synthesize creatively.  

•    applies sound techniques of scholarship in all projects.  

•   relates the course material to other areas of intellectual investigation in ways that show intellectual curiosity, imagination, and sound judgment.

A grade of B indicates good scholastic performance.  The student 

•   exhibits broad understanding of course material by the ability to draw valid inferences and make sound generalizations.  

•    makes competent use of the techniques of sound scholarship.  

•    ably and with sustained interest communicates ideas and concepts which are part of the subject matter of the course.

A grade of C indicates adequate scholastic performance.  The student 

•   shows marginally acceptable understanding of course material as shown in committing few errors in fact and judgment when discussing the material.

•   indicates limited familiarity with the techniques of sound scholarship.  

•   exhibits interest in the subject matter and some understanding of the concepts and ideas which are part of the subject matter of the course.  

A grade of D indicates deficient scholastic performance.  The student 

•   displays insufficient understanding of course material and an inability to recapitulate facts or make sound judgments.  

•   makes minimal or unsound use of the techniques of scholarship. 

•   reveals lack of breadth in knowledge and minimal interest in the subject matter even when engaging essential concepts and ideas.  

A grade of F indicates unacceptable scholastic performance.  The student 

•    fails to meet the standards and requirements of the course in preparation, outside reading, and class participation.  
•    reveals inadequate understanding of the course material by an excessive number of errors in fact and judgment when discussing the material.  

•   fails to use techniques of sound scholarship.  

•    shows little or no comprehension of the concepts and ideas which are part of the subject matter of the course.  

