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Please Note:  These definitions are modified from those developed by the Richard Paul and Linda Elder, of The Foundation for Critical Thinking, to enhance student learning.  The authors have given permission for them to be used and adapted freely. They are built around the intellectual and scholarly standards of clarity, accuracy, precision, relevance, depth, breadth, logic, significance, and fairness.  I change the wording as appropriate to the course content.  (The original examples by Paul and Elder were written for a chemistry course.)  Below I have removed the disciplinary-specific language and condensed the content.  I realize these are much longer than what we currently have.   However, both our peers and students will know precisely what our grades mean.  I’ve found at least one benefit:  students realize they don’t want to be C students, so they perform at a higher level! 
What Grades Mean
The Grade of A:
· represents exceptional scholastic performance; overall and consistent excellence with no major weaknesses.  
· meets the stated requirements but often goes beyond them in terms of thoroughness and creativity.  
· represents real achievement in grasping the nature of scholarly, intellectual [discipline]  thinking and skills.  

· uses terms and distinctions effectively, accurately, and precisely.  
· analyzes issues clearly and precisely
· clearly formulates and effectively uses concepts and information 
· distinguishes the relevant from the irrelevant, recognizing key questionable assumptions 
· uses language in keeping with educated usage,
· frequently identifies relevant competing points of view; shows noticeable sensitivity to important implications and consequences. 
· overall, demonstrates creativity, imagination, sound judgment, and intellectual curiosity in the coursework and inter-relationship with other disciplines. 
The Grade of B: 
· indicates superior scholastic performance; demonstrates more strengths than weaknesses and is more consistent in high-level performance than C-level work

· meets the stated requirements and occasionally goes beyond them in terms of thoroughness and creativity  
· has some distinctive weaknesses though no major ones

· represents demonstrable achievement in grasping the nature of scholarly, intellectual [discipline] thinking and skills  
· on the whole, terms and distinctions are used effectively and accurately 
· often analyzes issues clearly and precisely
· often effectively and clearly formulates information and concepts

· usually distinguishes the relevant from the irrelevant, often recognizing key questionable assumptions 

· typically uses language in keeping with educated usage 

· frequently identifies relevant competing points of view, showing noticeable sensitivity to important implications and consequences.  
· represents sustained interest in the coursework and the ability to communicate scholarly, intellectual thinking and concepts.

The Grade of C: 
· indicates good scholastic performance; demonstrates more than a minimal level of skill, but highly inconsistent with as many weaknesses as strengths.  
· meets the stated requirements but rarely goes beyond them in terms of thoroughness and creativity
· represents inconsistent achievement in grasping the nature of scholarly, intellectual thinking and skills  
· completes assignments reasonably well, but some are poorly done or, at best, mediocre  
· sometimes represents the ability to use intellectual, scholarly thinking and skills effectively; sometimes the use is ineffective
· occasionally analyzes issues clearly and precisely
· occasionally effectively and clearly formulates information and concepts

· occasionally distinguishes the relevant from the irrelevant, sometimes recognizing key questionable assumptions
· uses language in keeping with educated usage
· occasionally identifies relevant competing points of view or recognizes important implications and consequences.  
· seems to represent a pro-forma completion of the assignments without getting into the spirit of it.  
· exhibits interest in the coursework and the capacity to understand the thinking and concepts of the discipline.
The Grade of D:

· indicates poor scholastic performance; demonstrates only a minimal level of understanding intellectual, scholarly thinking along with the development of some, but very few, skills or abilities  
· meets the stated requirements but most assignments and other tasks are poorly done.  

· seems to be merely a pro-forma completion of assignments without getting into the spirit of it. 

· rarely analyzes issues clearly and precisely
· almost never formulates information and concepts clearly and effectively

· rarely distinguishes the relevant from the irrelevant or recognizes key questionable assumptions
· frequently fails to use language in keeping with educated usage
· rarely identifies relevant competing points of view; almost never recognizes important implications and consequences.  

· exhibits minimal interest in the coursework but comprehends essential concepts of the discipline 
The Grade of F:
· indicates unacceptable scholastic performance, neglecting the standards and requirements of the assignment or the course  

· does not understand the basic nature of intellectual, scholarly thinking and cannot effectively use scholarly skills or abilities  

· is vague, imprecise, and shows little evidence of genuine engagement in the course material 

· appears to have completed assignments without significant effort, or assignments are missing
· does not analyze issues clearly
· does not formulate or use information or concepts clearly
· does not accurately distinguish the relevant from the irrelevant, can not identify key questionable assumptions or identify relevant competing points of view, and can not trace implications and consequences. 

· exhibits no interest in the coursework and scholarly, intellectual thinking and skills; unable to understand the essential concepts of the discipline.  

