Traditions and Practices of the MAA Southern California-Nevada Section

June 2007

1. Meetings of the Section

The MAA SCNS meets usually twice a year: in the spring and in the fall

· The Spring Meeting is usually on the first Saturday of March to avoid conflicts with religious holidays and with the spring break. (NOTE: in 2006, we had the meeting in early April – the attendance was smaller than usual however.)  Traditionally we try and avoid having the meeting on the same weekend as the AMATYC meeting (Association of Two Year Colleges).  Three events take place at the March meeting:  a Student Poster Session, the recognition of the  Distinguished Teaching Award winner, and the proclamation of the newly elected officers (business meeting).  No other activity is usually planned during the Poster Session.  The students presenting posters are offered free registration and lunch.  It is usually assumed that a poster is presented by no more than two students.  The additional presenters cannot be extended the same (free registration and lunch) courtesy. The free registration and lunch are also given to the one-hour speakers.

· The fall meeting is typically on the second or third Saturday of October.  The one-hour speakers are offered free registration and lunch.  Participating students are usually charged half the price of regular members ($10 vs. $25 in spring 2005).  Non-members of MAA are asked to pay a bit more ($5 in spring 2005).  Registration on-site also costs about $5 more.

The Secretary should prepare a report on each meeting, so that she can answer questions on the electronic report the MAA has sections fill out after the spring meeting. This report includes speakers, special activities, number of students attending, etc.  

Printing the program of each meeting is the duty of the meeting coordinator.  Traditionally $150 is given to the math club of the students helping out with the meeting, doing things like placing signs, directing the participants to the meeting place, participating in the registration and in the MAA book sale, etc.  

At the end of the meeting, the meeting coordinator passes the registration fees to the Treasurer, who deposits them in the Section’s bank account.  The book sales money also goes to the Treasurer for deposit in the Section’s bank account.  A check for book sales is then written and sent to the MAA national office.  The Treasurer should keep records of expenses and income for each meeting to aid with future planning.

2.  Meetings of the Board

The MAA SCNS board has begun meeting in person four times per year.

· A first meeting is usually at the Joint Mathematics Meetings, where officers finalize nomination suggestions and finalize plans for the Spring meeting.  Officers also continue discussions on where the fall and following spring meetings will be held.

· A second meeting is held at the Section’s Spring meeting, where we meet together with the newly elected officers (if we know who they are).  At this meeting we plan the activities for the next academic year:  Fall Meeting and Spring Meeting.  At this meeting the composition of the Distinguished Teaching Award Committee should be decided.  At this meeting the secretary-treasurer should prepare a list of all members of the board with all necessary email and addresses in order to contact them.

· A third meeting is held during the summer so that we have sufficient time to discuss important issues.  This meeting time is typically decided upon at the Spring meeting.  We also do more specific planning and brainstorming regarding future meetings.

· A fourth meeting is usually held at the Section’s Fall meeting, where the board makes final plans for the spring meeting in terms of speakers, locations, and other plans.  The chair of the section should put a nominating committee in place at this meeting to nominate candidates for office. 

There are also numerous discussions held via email to finalize plans of all sorts.

It is the duty of the Chair of the section to call the meetings.  Besides the Governor of the Section, the Chair, First Vice-Chair, and Second Vice-Chair; the Secretary-Treasurer, the Program Chair and the Vice-Program Chair, the following members are usually invited to the meetings:  The Meeting Coordinator, Newsletter Editor, Nevada Liaison, Web-Page Editor, Section NExT liaison, and Student Chapters Coordinator.

The Secretary prepares the minutes of each meeting and distributes them to the board members via email for approval.

3.  Newsletter:

The newsletter of the section is published two times every year.

· The first issue comes out in January/February.  It contains the program of the Spring Meeting, a registration page to solicit pre-registration for the spring meeting, and a ballot for section officers.  In addition, there is a report from the Chair and news from the Joint Meetings including a report from the Governor about the Governor’s meeting.  In 2006, the newsletter came out in March in order to accommodate the later meeting time, however, it was reported that this made production more difficult.

· The second issue comes out in August/September.  It contains the results of the election, the name and a brief biography of the winner of the Distinguished Teaching Award, a brief announcement of the Student Poster Session at the spring meeting, the program of the Fall Meeting, a report form the Governor (following the MAA summer meeting) a report form the Chair of the Section, and the announcement of Distinguished Teacher Award with the names of the Distinguished Teaching Committee and deadlines for submitting nominations.   In addition, there is a registration form for the fall meeting and a call for  contributed papers for the fall meeting.

We are in the second year of a trial of having the newsletter as an on-line newsletter only.  The secretary-treasurer and the newsletter editor email the department liaisons with notices of the newsletter’s arrival.  The Secretary then sends reminder emails as the meeting dates get closer.  We are still trying to decide whether this system is viable.

4.  The Distinguished Teaching Award:

There are four selected members of the Distinguished Teaching Award Committee. The board selects and approves the members striving for academic and geographic diversity.  Typically there will be one member representing a Ph.D. granting institution, one member representing a 2-year college, and one member representing a 4-year college/master’s granting institution.  Ideally the committee will have a representative from Nevada.  The Secretary is a member ex-officio of the committee, and the Section Vice Chair is the chair of the committee.

The committee meets via email in late August to select a chair, prepare a statement to be included in the September newsletter with deadline for presenting nominations, prepare the letter to be emailed to the departmental liaison and chair list inviting nominations, and plan strategies for obtaining a good pool of nominees.  Starting this year we have adopted a two-step process for the teaching award with the following time-line:  The committee will prepare a statement to be included in the September newsletter, and will prepare the letter to be emailed to departmental liaisons and the chair list inviting initial nominations.  They will also strategize on how to obtain a good pool of nominees.  The deadline for the first round of nominations should be approximately 17 days after the fall meeting (In 2005 and 2006, it was about a week). The committee should meet (via email) as soon after the deadline as possible and pick finalists to be asked for the full application.  The deadline for the full application is usually set in early January.  After that the Secretary mails all nominations to each member of the Committee.  The chair of the committee should give the name of the person selected to the Secretary by mid to late January so that the nominee file can be submitted to the National Headquarters for the nationwide competition.  The file of each finalist that was not selected remains active for the next year (one time).  After that the file remains active only be a direct request of the nominator.  

5.  Nominations Committee:

Starting in the 2005-2006 academic year, it was decided to resurrect the nominations committee for the section.  The nominations committee is an Ad-hoc committee consisting of the Section Governor, Section Chair, Past Chair, Vice Chair, and Secretary.  The nominations committee meets mostly by email, but also tries to meet at the Joint Mathematics Meetings.  The committee is chaired by the past chair or the Governor (depending on who can make the meetings).  The chair of the committee is responsible for asking nominees to run and/or serve.

Officers list

2007-2008

Governor: Ken Millett: UC Santa Barbara, millett@math.ucsb.ed
Section Chair: Mario Martelli, Claremont McKenna, MMartelli@claremontmckenna.edu
Past Section Chair: Rebecca Head, Bakersfield College, rhead@bakersfieldcollege.edu

Section Vice-Chair:  Michael Frantz; University of La Verne, frantzm@ulv.edu
Program Chair: Florence Newberger, CSULB fnewberg@csulb.edu

1st Program Vice-Chair: Perla Myers, University of San Diego, pmyers@sandiego.edu.

2nd Program Vice-Chair:  Michael Orrison, Harvey Mudd College, orison@math.hmc.edu

Secretary: Shawnee McMurran, CSUSB, smcmurra@csusb.edu

Treasurer:  Michael Hoffman, mhoffma@calstatela.edu

Meetings Secretary:  Ernie Solheid, CSUF, esolheid@fullerton.edu

Newsletter Editor: Janet Beery, University of Redlands, janet_beery@Redlands.edu

Student Chapters Chair:  Cindy Wyels, CSU CI, cynthia.wyels@csuci.edu

Section NExT Liaison:  Ioana Mihaila, Cal Poly Pomona, imihaila@csupomona.edu

Las Vegas Liaison: Satish Bhatnagar, UNLV, bhatnaga@unlv.nevada.edu

Web Page Editor:  David Hunter, Westmont College, dhunter@Westmont.edu
Public Information Officer: VACANT

2006-07

Governor:  Arthur Benjamin, Harvey Mudd College, benjamin@hmc.edu

Section Chair: Rebecca Head, Bakersfield College, rhead@bakersfieldcollege.edu

Past Section Chair: Dick Katz, CSULA, rkatz@calstatela.edu

Section Vice-Chair:  Mario Martelli, Claremont McKenna, MMartelli@claremontmckenna.edu

Program Chair: George Jennings, CSUDH, gjennings@csudh.edu

1st Program Vice-Chair: Florence Newberger, CSULB fnewberg@csulb.edu

2nd Program Vice-Chair:  Perla Myers, University of San Diego, pmyers@sandiego.edu.

Secretary:  Curtis Bennett, Loyola Marymount University, cbennett@lmu.edu
Treasurer:  Michael Hoffman, mhoffma@calstatela.edu

Meetings Secretary:  Ernie Solheid, CSUF, esolheid@fullerton.edu

Newsletter Editor: Janet Beery, University of Redlands, janet_beery@Redlands.edu

Student Chapters Chair:  Cindy Wyels, CSU CI, cynthia.wyels@csuci.edu

Section NExT Liaison:  Ioana Mihaila, Cal Poly Pomona, imihaila@csupomona.edu

Las Vegas Liaison: Michelle Schultz, UNLV, schultzm@Nevada.edu

Web Page Editor:  David Hunter, Westmont College, dhunter@Westmont.edu
Public Information Officer: VACANT

2005-2006

Governor:  Arthur Benjamin, Harvey Mudd College, benjamin@hmc.edu

Section Chair: Dick Katz, CSULA, rkatz@calstatela.edu

Past Section Chair:  Ken Millett, UCSB, millet@math.ucsb.edu

Section Vice-Chair:  Rebecca Head, Bakersfield College, rhead@bakersfieldcollege.edu

Program Chair:  Shawnee McMurran, CSUSB, mcmurran@math.csusb.edu

1st Program Vice-Chair:  George Jennings, CSUDH, gjennings@csudh.edu

2nd Program Vice-Chair:  Florence Newberger, CSULB fnewberg@csulb.edu

Secretary-Treasurer:  Curtis Bennett, Loyola Marymount University, cbennett@lmu.edu

Meetings Secretary:  Ernie Solheid, CSUF, esolheid@fullerton.edu

Newsletter Editor: Janet Beery, University of Redlands, janet_beery@Redlands.edu

Student Chapters Chair:  Cindy Wyels, CSU CI, cynthia.wyels@csuci.edu

Section NExT Liaison:  Ioana Miaila, Cal Poly Pomona, imihaila@csupomona.edu

Las Vegas Liaison: Michelle Schultz, UNLV, schultzm@Nevada.edu

Web Page Editor:  David Hunter, Westmont College, dhunter@Westmont.edu
Public Information Officer: VACANT

2007-2008 Teaching Awards Committee

Michael Frantz (chair): frantzm@ulv.edu
Mario Martelli: MMartelli@claremontmckenna.edu
Jackie Dewar:  jdewar@lmu.edu
Robert Brown (UCLA)  rfb@math.ucla.edu
Michelle Robinette schultzm@unlv.nevada.edu
2006-2007 Teaching Award Committee

Mario Martelli (chair): MMartelli@claremontmckenna.edu 
Rebecca Head: rhead@bakersfieldcollege.edu
Jackie Dewar:  jdewar@lmu.edu
Michelle Schultz ?? schultzm@unlv.nevada.edu  
Robert Brown (UCLA)  rfb@math.ucla.edu 

2005-2006 Teaching Award Committee

Carryn Bellomo: Carryn.Bellomo@ccmail.nevada.edu,

Erica Flappen:  eflapan@pomona.edu,

Judith Ross:  juross@sdccd.net

Ken Millett: millett@math.ucsb.edu  

Rebecca Head:  rhead@bakersfieldcollege.edu

For more information on Section Office Responsibilities:

http://www.maa.org/Sections/officer-info.html

