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Project Description

Introduction

As anew faaulty member teating computer science, | have discovered the need for
articulating a omprehensive view on hav my faith influences my discipline. How does
onetead computer sciencefrom a Christian perspedive? Can ore'sfaith beintegrated
into the technicd subjed matter without being artificial? How does our faith address
issues in computer science?

In Principles of Sacred Theology, Abraham Kuyper wrote dou the difference between
believers and nan-believers and haw belief transforms ociety:

“...but oreisinwardly different from the other, and consequently feels a different
content rising from his consciousness thus they facethe csmos from different
points of view, and are impell ed by different impulses. And the fact that there are
two kinds of people occasions of necessty the fad of two kinds of human life and
consciousnessof life, and o two kinds of science...”

But does the Christian faith result in a “new kind” of computer science? If it isnot a
“new kind’ of computer science, in what waysisit different? Does our faith redly affea
our study of computing?

Suppacse two programmers st out to write a @mputer program, one aChristian, and ore
an atheist. Both use the same programming language, the same compil er, the same
operating system, and hoth apply the same software engineering techniques. Can the end
user discern the religious convictions of the programmer? If not, what difference does our
faith make in ou work and ou discipline?

Onethingisclear: Our aim isnat to be different for the sake of being diff erent; any
differences that arise should be & a consequence of our beliefs. This naturally leads to
the question d whether there are any diff erences that shoud arise in ou studiesandin
our teating as a onsequence of our beli efs.



The @nsequences of faith are more evident when teading an “Issues in Computer
Science” ourse. Here, the amnsequence of one' sfaith dften leadsto dfferences regarding
iswues such as:

* Intellectual property

* Privacy

» Professond ethics

o System safety and reliability
e Computers and community
* Video games and addiction
* Filtering and censorship

Unfortunately, this can still be adifficult task sincethe Bible does not specificdly
addressall the issues that arise from modern technology. In these cases, we must rely on
applying Biblicd principlesto these new situations. These questions are an important
part of the cmputer science arriculum.

Nevertheless the discussion d such issues comprises only a portion d the total training
of a computer scientist. How is the teaching (and study) of Computer Sciencein a
Christian Coll ege different from a seaular college? What consequences does our faith
have on the training of a computer scientist withou artificially “spiritualising” the
discipline?
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