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Environmental Studies 
Professors L. DeBoer, C. Reeder, S. Richter, M. Robins, A. Sparkman, C. Toms 
Associate Professor S. Contakes, E. Gardner, B. Horvath, B. Kent, M. Stirling 
Assistant Professor K. Bryant, B. Carlson, A. Jordan, R. Kim, C. Molina, A. 

Morrisset, L. Schultheis, A. Su 
Instructor S. Cowell 
 

Description of the Major. Widespread environmental 
problems such as biodiversity loss, resource depletion, and environmental change and 
degradation are among the most pressing global issues of our day. They have tremendous 
scientific, social, and moral dimensions that require a sophisticated, informed, and 
compassionate response from a range of disciplinary perspectives. The field of 
environmental studies provides this range, as it encompasses environmental science as 
well as the environmental humanities and environmental social sciences. Students in this 
major will develop an interdisciplinary knowledge base and set of skills to engage 
contemporary environmental issues. 

Distinctive Features. Westmont’s Environmental Studies 
situates stewardship of the earth in the context of Christian theology and environmental 
ethics. Westmont is ideally posed to attract students interested in studying environmental 
fields, given its natural beauty from mountain to coast, and close proximity to the 
Channel Islands National Park and Los Padres National Forest. 

Career Choices. Santa Barbara is well known for its many 
vibrant and well-respected organizations, such as the Environmental Defense Center, 
Community Environmental Council, Santa Barbara Land Trust, Channel Islands 
Restoration, Santa Barbara Botanic Gardens, Santa Barbara Wildlife Care Network, Santa 
Barbara Museum of Natural History, Wilderness Youth Program and many more, all of 
which have a strong positive relationship with Westmont, and have already hosted 
Westmont students as interns and/or visited our campus as guest speakers. 
 
 

Requirements for a Major: 45 units 
Required Core: 17 units 

ENV 001 Introduction to Environmental Studies (4) 
ENV 101 Earth and Environmental Science (4) 
ENV 102 Introduction to Geographic Information Systems (4) 
ENV 195 Environmental Studies Capstone (1) 
PHI 115 Environmental Ethics (4) 
 

Natural Sciences: 4 units 
One of the following: 

BIO 104 Marine Biology (4) 
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BIO 108 Animal Diversity (4) 
BIO 125 General Ecology (4)  
BIO 141 Ornithology/Herpetology (4) 
BIO 151 Plant Classification and Biodiversity (4) 
BIO 1XX Restoration Ecology (4) 
PHS 011 Introduction to Physical Sciences (4) 
 Other natural science courses with a substantive environmental 

component, special topics courses, or senior seminars, as 
approved by the chair of the major. 

 Other natural science environmental courses offered at Au Sable institute 
for Environmental Studies or other Westmont-approved off-
campus programs (e.g. Biological Agriculture, Conservation 
Biology, Land Resources, Restoration Ecology, Environmental 
Chemistry). 

 
Social Sciences: 8 units 
Two of the following: 

EB 106 Environmental and Natural Resource Economics (4) 
HIS 010ENV Perspectives on World History: Environment (4) 
HIS 015 Introduction to Archaeology (4) 
HIS 045 Environmental History of the Holocaust (4) 
HIS 178 California History (4) 
KNS 140 Food Systems (4) 
POL 124 International Development (4) 
POL 127 Environmental Politics (4) 
SOC 161 Environmental Sociology 
 Other social science courses with a substantive environmental 

component, special topics courses, or senior seminars, as 
approved by the chair of the major. 

 Other social science environmental courses offered at Au Sable institute 
for Environmental Studies or other Westmont-approved off-
campus programs (e.g. Environmental Law and Politics, 
International Development and Environmental Sustainability, 
Sustainable Community Development). 

 
Humanities: 4 units 
One of the following: 

ART 134 Land into Landscape: The Anthroposcenic Imagination (4) 
ART 162 Screen Printing (4) 
COM 129 Persuasion and Propaganda (4) 
COM 130 Argumentation and Advocacy (4) 
ENG 002ENV Composition: Environment (4) 
ENG 006ENV Studies in Literature: Environment (4) 
*ENG 060 Writers in Conversation: Dystopian Fiction (4) 
*ENG 104 Modern Grammar and Advanced Composition (4) 
*ENG 143 Topics in Writing: Nature Writing (4) 
RS 101 Pentateuch (4) 
RS 108 Prophetic Literature of the Old Testament (4) 



ENVIRONMENTAL STUDIES 

 135 

RS 116 The Apocalypse (4) 
RS 134 Gender in Theological Perspective (4) 
 Other humanities courses with a substantive environmental 

component, special topics courses, or senior seminars, as 
approved by the chair of the major. 

 Other social science environmental courses offered at Au Sable institute 
for Environmental Studies or other Westmont-approved off-
campus programs. 

  *Requires a Major Substitution form 
 

Electives: 8-9 units 
Any of the options listed above in the natural science, social science, or 

humanities categories 
 ENV 120 Applied Sustainability: Moving from Theory to Action (4) 

PEA 034A Active Gardening: Movement, Health, and Ecology (1) 
PEA 067A Trail Hiking and Running (1) 

 
Internship or Research: 3-4 units 

ENV 190 Environmental Internship 
Or environment-related research courses in any discipline, including major 

honors 

 
Requirements for a Minor: 20 units 

Required Courses: 
ENV 001 Introduction to Environmental Studies (4) 

Electives: 16 units 
At least one course must be taken from each of the three following areas. 

Natural Sciences 
BIO 104 Marine Biology (4) 
BIO 108 Animal Diversity (4) 
BIO 125 General Ecology (4) 
BIO 141 Ornithology/Herpetology (4) 
BIO 151 Plant Classification (4) 
CHM 004 Chemistry, Culture, and the Environment (4) 
ENV 101 Earth and Environmental Science (4) 
ENV 102 Introduction to Geographic Information Systems (4) 
Other natural science special topics courses with a substantive environmental 

emphasis (e.g. BIO 1XX Restoration Ecology, CS 1XX Computing 
for Community Action 

Other natural science environmental courses offered at Au Sable Institute for 
Environmental Studies or other Westmont-approved off-campus 
programs (e.g., Environmental Applications in GIS, Biological 
Agriculture, Conservation Biology, Land Resources, Restoration 
Ecology, Environmental Chemistry) 
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Social Sciences 

EB 106 Environmental and Natural Resource Economics (4) 
HIS 010ENV Perspectives on World History: Environment (4) 
HIS 015 Introduction to Archaeology (4) 
HIS 045 Environmental History of the Holocaust (4) 
HIS 178 California History (4) 
KNS 140 Food Systems (4) 
POL 124 International Development (4) 
POL 127 Environmental Politics (4) 
SOC 161 Environmental Sociology (4) 
Other social science environment courses offered at Au Sable Institute for 

Environmental Studies or other Westmont-approved off-campus 
programs (e.g., Environmental Law and Politics, International 
Development and Environmental Sustainability, Sustainable 
Community Development) 

Humanities 
ART 134 Land into Landscape: The Anthroposcenic Imagination (4) 
COM 129 Persuasion and Propaganda (4) 
COM 130 Argumentation and Advocacy (4) 
*ENG 002ENV Composition: Environment (4) 
*ENG 006ENV Studies in Literature: Environment (4) 
*ENG 044ENV Studies in World Literature: Environment (4) 
*ENG 060 Writers in Conversation: Dystopian Fiction (4) 
*ENG 104 Modern Grammar and Advanced Composition: Environment (4) 
PHI 115 Environmental Ethics (4) 

Other humanities courses with a substantive environmental emphasis 
(e.g. RS 108 Prophetic Literature, RS 116 The Apocalypse, RS 134 
Gender in Theological Perspective, RS 101 The Pentateuch) 

*Requires a Major Substitution form 
 

Other Elective  
ENV 120 Applied Sustainability: Moving from Theory to Action (4) 
ENV 190 Environmental Studies Internship (1-4) (may be distributed into three 

areas above, as appropriate) 
ENV 195 Environmental Studies Capstone (1) 
PEA 034A Active Gardening: Movement, Health, and Ecology (1) 
PEA 067A Trail Hiking and Running (1) 
 

Other natural science, social science, or humanities courses with a substantive 
environmental emphasis, special topics courses, or senior seminars may be approved 
by the minor advisor. 

 
At least two courses must be upper-division. Courses may have prerequisites. For 

courses where environmental issues are not the sole focus, students should choose 
an environment-related issue for any independent project assigned, as approved by 
the minor advisor. 
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Course Descriptions 
ENV 001 Introduction to Environmental Studies (4) This course is an introduction 

to the main features of the environment and global environmental issues. It uses an 
interdisciplinary approach that includes environmental science, ethics, literature, 
history, politics, sociology, and economics. It cultivates a deep understanding of 
individual and corporate connections to the natural world in all its diversity, and helps 
students develop an interdisciplinary knowledge base and set of skills to engage 
contemporary environmental issues from local to global scales. It also situates 
stewardship of the earth in the context of Christian theology and social 
environmental ethics, fosters an ability to analyze and debate complex environmental 
problems, and devise constructive, imaginative strategies to address them. 

ENV 101 Earth and Environmental Science (4) Prerequisites: ENV 001 preferred for 
Environmental Studies majors and minors. This course is designed as a survey of 
Earth Science and Environmental Science topics to explore Earth’s natural processes, 
how humans have impacted these processes, and our potential responses.  

ENV 102 Introduction to Geographic Information Systems (4) Prerequisites: 
Sophomore standing; ENV 001 preferred for Environmental Studies majors and 
minors. This introductory course provides students with foundational knowledge and 
practical skills in Geographic Information Systems (GIS0 using QGIS, an open-
source mapping platform. Students will learn to work with spatial data to create maps, 
analyze spatial data, and communicate environmental stories using geo-located 
information. The course emphasizes hands-on learning through weekly skill-building 
exercises and lab projects that integrate GIS techniques with themes or 
environmental justice, creation care, and stewardship. 

ENV 120 Applied Sustainability: Moving from Theory to Action (4) Prerequisite: 
ENV 001. Sustainability is an ever-evolving field that requires leaders with technical 
skills, interpersonal aptitudes, and an up-to-date knowledge of the latest sustainability 
practices. This survey-style course seeks to move students from an awareness of 
environmental issues to understanding the practical solutions being implemented by 
institutions in the real world. As a conceptual base, we’ll explore literature on 
systems-thinking, change-management, and how to use human psychology for 
positive change. We’ll then use Westmont as a living lab to understand a full slate of 
sustainability issues – from waste, to water, to energy, to food, and beyond – and 
learn key practices in sustainability reporting and change-management. 

ENV 150 Topics (1-4) Special courses offered on selected topics in Environmental 
Studies. Content as announced. 

ENV 190 Environmental Studies Internship (1-4) Prerequisite: ENV 001. Internship 
experience in environment-related fields such as environmental advocacy, 
communication, art, or writing; resource management, wildlife management, habitat 
restoration, sustainable agriculture, green business, wildness therapy, or nature 
literacy. Internships will preferably be performed in Santa Barbara or in conjunction 
with the Westmont in San Francisco program. 
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ENV 195 Environmental Studies Capstone (1) Prerequisite: ENV 001. A capstone 
seminar that integrates and applies diverse knowledge and experience gained from 
the completion of an interdisciplinary Environmental Studies major or minor. 
Students will design and take leadership on a mature, formational campus-based 
project that will bring key aspects of what they have learned to a broader audience. 

ENV 198 Research (1-4) Prerequisite: Faculty Consent Required. Upper Division 
laboratory and/or field research with a faculty member. Students will conduct 
experiments, will typically connect data, analyze the data, and present written and/or 
oral presentations based on their work. 
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	Rigorous Academics and Love for God
	by President Gayle D. Beebe
	As I think about the mission and aims of Westmont, three aspects of our philosophy of education come to mind: what happens to us, what happens inside us and what happens because of us.
	Westmont College is a Christian liberal arts community serving God’s kingdom by cultivating thoughtful scholars, grateful servants, and faithful leaders for global engagement with the academy, church, and world.
	The components of our mission statement are especially compelling when considering what happens to us when we come to Westmont. This catalog includes a good description of these distinctive emphases.
	One of our great challenges is the fact that so many cultural expressions have become shrill and absolutely destructive of human civilization. That’s what makes the balance between a rigorous academic understanding of the faith and a deep love for God...
	The second part is what happens inside us. Being a part of a liberal arts college community gives us the opportunity to increase our intellectual understanding and begin to work out our own view of the world. We like to emphasize the importance of lea...
	Finally, what happens because of us? At Westmont education means more than education for education alone. We have a daily choice whether or not we engage the world with meaning, purpose and drive, or simply disengage from any meaningful connection wit...
	As we move deeper into the 21st century, I trust that the original vision Mrs. Kerr, Dr. Emerson, as well as so many others crafted for our school will continue in real and vital ways as we provide an education committed to academic rigor, moral and f...
	A Brief History
	Outgrowing its Los Angeles campus in 1945, Westmont moved to the former Dwight Murphy estate in Santa Barbara, keeping its Mediterranean house, formal gardens, wooded pathways and stone bridges. After achieving accreditation in 1958, the college added...
	Philosophy of Education
	We believe that Jesus Christ – Creator, Sustainer, and Redeemer of all things – is present in all spheres of life, both to call us into relation with Himself and to challenge us to make him Lord. We are persuaded that the Christian faith, revealed to ...
	Statement of Faith
	Even these declarations of faith do not define in detail what an individual Christian might believe in many important areas of doctrine and theology. Moreover, as a college seeking to serve evangelical Christians from many denominations, we feel less ...
	Academic Resources
	Accreditation and Memberships
	Westmont College is accredited by the WASC Senior College and University Commission (WSCUC; 1001 Marina Village Parkway, Suite 402; Alameda, CA; 94501; phone 510-748-9001), an institutional accrediting body recognized by the U.S. Department of Educati...
	Westmont is a member of the Association of Independent California Colleges and Universities; the Council of Christian Colleges and Universities; the Association of Governing Boards (AGB), the Christian College Consortium; and the Annapolis Group of na...
	Westmont College does not unlawfully discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, ancestry, sex, sexual orientation, gender, gender identity, gender expression, age, disability, genetic information, medical condition, religion, marital s...
	Institutional Graduation Rate. Westmont College is pleased to provide the following institutional graduation rate information in compliance with the Higher Education Act of 1965, as amended. The rates reflect the graduation status of students who enro...
	The Educational Program
	As a liberal arts college in the Christian tradition, we ground our pursuit of learning and wisdom in the context of God’s revelation—manifested in the scriptures and in the world around us, and apprehended through reason, observation, experimentation...
	In addition to developing knowledge and skills, our general education curriculum at Westmont seeks to inspire students to become appropriately self-aware constructive agents of redemption in a diverse, complex and fallen world. Thus, the General Educa...
	An Introduction to General Education
	Westmont students grow in ways that reflect the rich diversity of God’s created order. But students are nourished by a common grounding that provides a shared context for growth in the Christian liberal arts tradition. As they grow in faith, students ...
	Recognizing the breadth of their heritage, Westmont students explore a variety of the branches of human knowledge and inquiry. Such exploration necessarily involves choice. In choosing courses, students will encounter some disciplines and not others. ...
	Students encounter their heritage through courses labeled Common Contexts, Common Inquiries, and Common Skills and Emphases. Each Common Contexts class grounds students in a body of material and explicitly invites them into an understanding of the Chr...
	An Overview of General Education
	I. Common Contexts
	II. Common Inquiries
	III. Common Skills and Emphases
	The Components of General Education
	I. Common Contexts
	Common Contexts courses must be taken at Westmont College or at an approved institution similar to those in the Christian College Consortium. In order to obtain the developmental benefits, the general education program is designed to confer and to ins...
	Transfer students attending Westmont for fewer than three years must complete one requirement at Westmont from the Biblical and Theological Canons for each full year of attendance at Westmont. Similarly, transfer students attending Westmont for fewer ...
	Common Inquiries courses, collectively, seek to introduce students to a range of methodological approaches that one might employ in the quest for knowledge. These courses give particular attention to various ways of acquiring knowledge and evaluating ...
	Students take courses to satisfy each of the following eight categories. A student who wishes to use AP or IB credit to satisfy more than three Common Inquires requirements may do so by passing an appropriate advanced course and filing a petition with...
	III. Common Skills and Emphases
	Academic Program
	Students receive the Bachelor of Arts, Bachelor of Science, or Bachelor of Music degree when they complete the following:
	All candidates must file an application for degree no later than the second semester of their junior year.
	The application of certain courses to the degree program is limited as follows:
	Second Baccalaureate Degree
	A student with a bachelor’s degree from another institution who pursues a second B.A., B.S., or B.M. degree will be expected to meet all of the degree requirements applicable to a transfer student. The College does not award credit for courses taken m...
	A Westmont graduate seeking a second bachelor’s degree must meet the major requirements of a second major, satisfy all general education requirements in place at the time the second degree is initiated, and complete 30 units of work beyond the first d...
	Academic Load/Student Classification
	A minimum full-time course load is 12 units per semester. During the first year of college, students may be encouraged to carry only 12-14 units each semester while they adjust to the rigors of academic life. A schedule of 17 units during each semeste...
	A maximum full-time overload is 20 units (plus 1 unit of PEA) providing the student’s cumulative grade point average at Westmont is at least 3.00, or at least 3.00 for the previous two terms (minimum of 12-units) at Westmont. The College does not gran...
	A maximum full-time load for a student who does not meet the grade point average requirement for an academic overload is 18 units. Students may petition for an overload of one to three units in advance of the semester stating the reason for the overlo...
	If students wish to register for courses at another institution during any academic year (concurrent enrollment), such courses must be approved in advance by petition and the student’s total academic load is limited by the academic load policies noted...
	Official classification is based on the number of units completed toward graduation as follows: first-year students 0-25; sophomores 26-58; juniors 59-91; seniors 92 or more.
	Credit Hours
	Credit hours represent the amount of student work required to accomplish stated student learning outcomes and are verified by evidence of student achievement.
	A credit hour is equivalent to at least 3 hours of work each week over the period of the 15-week instructional term, inclusive of exams, individual work, and in-course instructional time. In-course instructional time for traditional lecture courses is...
	Major and Minor Requirements
	Students must observe the following requirements:
	Faculty assign students a grade of I (incomplete) when the student merits additional time to complete course work because of circumstances beyond their control such as a serious illness, accident, or death in the family. Students must make up this gra...
	Students have one year from the end of the semester in which a grade was reported to challenge the grade. The procedure for requesting a grade change or challenging a grade can be found on the Academic Policies and Procedures page on the Student Recor...
	Grade points per unit of credit are assigned on the following scale:
	Westmont does not compute the units and grades students earned at other colleges in its grade average. (Exception: Courses and grades taken as part of a Westmont off-campus programs or through the Acadeum consortium are posted on the Westmont transcri...
	Apart from the exceptions identified below, all courses at Westmont are graded using a letter scale (A, B, C, D, F).
	Westmont issues final grades at the close of each semester, Mayterm, and summer. The Student Records Office records final grades on students’ permanent records and grade information is made available to the student on Waypoint.
	Students on probation are eligible to return for another semester. Suspended students may return only if an appeal for reinstatement is granted.
	Students on academic probation must register for at least 12 units, but not more than 16 units plus 1 unit of P.E. activity. Students will be returned to good academic standing when they achieve a cumulative GPA of 2.0.
	Graduation honors are determined from the GPA earned at Westmont and from any Westmont sponsored off-campus program: Cum laude, 3.50; Magna cum laude, 3.75; Summa cum laude, 3.90. A student must have completed a minimum of 56 units at Westmont (or a W...
	Interns generally work within a 40-mile radius of Westmont College. Ideally, students who plan to earn credit for an internship should enroll in an internship course during regular registration periods (November for spring and April for fall internsh...
	Once the internship or service site has been determined, students are required to complete registration by securing approval from the site supervisor and a faculty internship adviser. To do so, the student intern submits an Applied Learning Agreement ...
	Major Honors. Students who have achieved a 3.50 cumulative grade point average and 3.50 average in all their major courses in their first two and one-half years of undergraduate work (at Westmont and elsewhere) are eligible to apply for Major Honors. ...
	The first semester schedule of the Major Honors candidate carries two units of credit. The second semester schedule carries from two to four units of credit, depending on the scope of the project and the desire of the candidate at mid-project. The pro...
	Only Major Honors work that receives a grade of A or A- will result in honors in the major being conferred. See Academic Policies and Procedures on the Student Records Office webpage for more information.
	Omicron Delta Epsilon: Omicron Delta Epsilon is the International Honor Society in Economics. Its objectives include the recognition of scholastic achievement in economics by students; the opportunity for student research in economics to be disseminat...
	Phi Sigma Tau: Phi Sigma Tau is the national honor society in philosophy. Its central purpose is to serve as a means of awarding distinction to students having high scholarship and personal interest in philosophy, to provide opportunities for the publ...
	Pi Sigma Alpha: Pi Sigma Alpha, the national political science honor society, stimulates scholarship and intellectual interest in political science. Westmont’s chapter honors academic excellence among political science majors and provides a forum for ...
	Psi Chi: The purpose of Psi Chi, the international honor society in psychology, is to encourage and stimulate excellence in students’ scholarship and professional growth, as well as further the science of Psychology. Students who are majors or minors ...
	Sigma Delta Pi: Sigma Delta Pi, the National Collegiate Hispanic Honor Society, honors those who seek and attain excellence in the study of the Spanish language and Hispanic literature and culture. To become a member, students must be nominated by the...
	Sigma Tau Delta: Sigma Tau Delta is the International English Honor Society. The purposes of the Society are (a) to confer distinction for high achievement in the study of English language and literature; (b) to promote interest in literature and the ...
	Pi Kappa Lambda: The national music honorary Pi Kappa Lambda was founded in 1916, and Westmont’s chapter was organized in 2016. Election to membership in Pi Kappa Lambda is indicative of superior attainment in music, together with the personal qualifi...
	Curriculum
	The following pages feature descriptions of Westmont’s majors, minors, programs, and courses. They reflect the College’s conviction that its curriculum must be comprehensive in nature yet specific enough to promote a breadth of perception and a depth ...
	Within the framework of a strong liberal arts emphasis, Westmont provides opportunities for students to build a foundation for specialized education and to expand vocational horizons.
	Important Note: Prerequisites may be met by an equivalent transfer course, as determined by the Student Records Office and/or the academic department chair. Students who do not meet prerequisite requirements may be allowed to register for a class if t...
	Majors and Programs
	Interdisciplinary Major
	Westmont College offers twenty-nine departmental and interdepartmental majors. In addition to these officially approved majors, a student who has a particular interest or goal may wish to construct an interdisciplinary major and submit it for approval...
	Applied Studies
	A maximum of 8 units of applied studies courses (APP) will be credited towards graduation degree requirements.
	Lower-Division Course Descriptions
	Upper-Division Course Descriptions
	Art
	Professors S. Anderson, L. De Boer, N. Huff
	Associate Professor M. Stirling (chair)
	Students wishing to teach at the high school level or junior high level are encouraged to consult with faculty advisors in the Department of Education as early in their undergraduate program as possible, as well as with their departmental advisor. Stu...
	Requirements for a Major: 57-61 Units
	Studio Art: 57 Units
	Required Basic Core: 41 units
	Studio Electives from the following: 16 units
	Graphic Arts: 57 Units
	Required Basic Core: 41 units
	Electives from the following: 16 units
	Preparation for Teaching Art
	Requirements for Studio Art Minor: 25 units
	Requirements for Art History Major: 45 units
	Required Basic Core: 13 units
	History Cognate: 4 units
	Lower Division Electives: 8 units
	Upper Division Electives: 20 units
	Requirements for Art History Minor: 24 units
	Lower-Division Course Descriptions
	Upper-Division Course Descriptions
	Applied Art—Lower-Division Course Descriptions
	Applied Art—Upper-Division Course Descriptions
	Astrophysics
	Professor R. Haring-Kaye
	Assistant Professors B. Carlson, J. Gee
	Instructor W. Allison
	Requirements for a B.S. in Astrophysics: 67 units
	Required Lower-Division Courses: 35 units
	Required Upper-Division Courses: 32 units
	Requirements for an Astrophysics Minor: 24 units
	Required Lower-Division Courses: 15 units
	Required Upper-Division Courses: 9 units
	Augustinian Scholars Program
	The Augustinian Scholars Program (ASP) offers a four-year honors curriculum committed to academic excellence.
	Course Descriptions
	Biology
	Professors S. Julio, E. McQuade, A. Sparkman
	Associate Professors B. Horvath, Y. Lu (chair)
	Assistant Professors N. Marsh, L. Schultheis
	There are several components of the Biology program: a schedule of required and elective coursework emphasizing biological concepts at the molecular, cellular, organismal, and ecosystem levels; a laboratory program involving student investigations wit...
	The Biology program emphasizes conceptual understanding, laboratory techniques, field methods, written and oral communication skills, competency in information processing and computer analysis, and informed sensitivity to issues involving biology, eth...
	Several options are available within the major. The B.A. is designed for those choosing a biology major who wish to maintain a high level of involvement in other disciplines. The B.A. in Biology is common for those entering the health sciences, and fo...
	The biology department offers four options leading to a bachelor of science degree in biology: a general track providing a comprehensive introduction to all areas of biology; a more specialized track emphasizing cellular and molecular biology; a track...
	Additional information about the major or the premedical program is available on the Biology web site, www.westmont.edu/biology.
	Students have the opportunity to engage in laboratory and field research, and internships under the supervision of faculty or associated personnel. These opportunities include research laboratories at the College, field study in the region and/or inte...
	Students in the Biology program have direct access to contemporary instrumentation for studies in physiological ecology, environmental biophysics, molecular biology, cell biology, immunology, physiology, biochemistry and computational biology. These i...
	Nearby resources for field biology include the Los Padres National Forest, and Channel Islands National Park and Marine Sanctuary, along with local marine, river, and lake habitats. Desert, alpine, and coniferous forest ecosystems are within driving d...
	Requirements for a B.A. Major: 48-50 units
	The bachelor of arts major in biology consists of lower- and upper-division course work in biology and supporting physical sciences and mathematics. The program is designed for students who wish to obtain a strong preparation in biology, while also ob...
	Required Lower-Division Courses: 20-22 units
	Required Upper-Division Courses: 20 units
	Additional Courses, either Lower- or Upper-Division: 8 units
	Requirements for a B.S. Major: 64 units
	The biology department offers three options leading to a bachelor of science degree in biology—a general track providing a comprehensive introduction to all areas of biology, a more specialized track emphasizing cellular and molecular biology and a tr...
	General Biology Track: 64 units
	Supporting Science Courses: 20 units
	Required Biology Courses: 24 units
	Major electives from the following for a total of 64 units: 16-19 units
	Cellular and Molecular Biology Track: 64 units
	Supporting Science Courses: 28 units
	Required Biology Courses: 30 units
	Integrative course from the following: 1-4 units
	Additional courses from the following for a total of 64 units: 4-7 units
	Ecology, Evolution and Natural History Track: 64 units
	Supporting Science Courses: 20 units
	Required Biology Courses: 36 units
	Integrative course from the following: 1-4 units
	Additional courses chosen from the following for a total of 64 units: (4-7 units)
	Genomics and Bioinformatics Track: 64 units
	Supporting Science Courses: 36 units
	Required Biology Courses: 24 units
	Integrative course from the following: 1-4 units
	Additional courses from the following for a total of 64 units: 1-3 units
	Requirements for a Minor: 20 units
	Lower-Division Course Descriptions
	Upper-Division Course Descriptions
	Chemistry
	Professor K. Lazar Cantrell
	Associate Professors B. Haines (chair), S. Contakes, A. Silberstein
	Instructor S. Cowell
	The chemistry program at Westmont provides a broad knowledge of the field and includes eight tracks.
	The professional track leads to graduate study in chemistry and prepares students for challenging careers in teaching and research, industrial chemistry research and development, energy development, medicinal and pharmaceutical chemistry and related a...
	The general track, is more flexible and allows students to go directly into laboratory work or to take additional courses in other disciplines for careers in environmental control, industrial chemistry, medical technology, food chemistry and agricultu...
	The biochemistry track provides the basis for pre-medical, pre-pharmacy and pre-dental training or for graduate study in biochemistry, molecular biology, biomedical research or genetic engineering.
	The chemical physics track allows students to combine chemistry with a strong emphasis in physics and engineering. This track prepares students for graduate work in chemical physics or chemical engineering, or teaching chemistry and physics at the sec...
	For students desiring a broader curriculum or a double major, the B.A. degree track allows the most flexibility. A four-year Fast-Track plan for obtaining a secondary teaching credential in chemistry is available using this track. With careful plannin...
	Students interested in chemical engineering have the option of the 3-2 program in which they receive a degree from the engineering school and a B.A. from Westmont. The benefits of receiving a liberal arts and sciences background and the more specializ...
	Participating in an off-campus program is encouraged of all chemistry majors. The student may choose to do so during the fall of either the junior or senior year. The student should consult his or her academic advisor so that the required courses can ...
	B.A. Degree Major Requirements: 46-66 units
	A. General Track
	Required Lower-Division Courses: 25-26 units
	Required Upper-Division Courses: 21 units
	B. Chemical Engineering 3-2/3-3 Program Track
	Required Lower-Division Courses: 34 units
	Required Upper-Division Courses: 23 units
	Highly Recommended Courses:
	C. Biochemistry Track
	Required Lower-Division Courses: 33-34 units
	Required Upper-Division Courses: 31-32 units
	B.S. Degree Major Requirements: 55-71 units
	A. Professional Track
	Completion of this track results in a degree certified by the American Chemical Society.
	Required Lower-Division Courses: 30 units
	Recommended Lower-Division Courses:
	Required Upper-Division Courses: 40-41 units
	B. General Track
	Required Lower-Division Courses: 25-26 units
	Required Upper-Division Courses: 30 units
	C. Biochemistry Track
	Required Lower-Division Courses: 33-34 units
	Required Upper-Division Courses: 34 units
	D. Chemical Physics Track
	Required Lower-Division Courses: 39 units
	Required Upper-Division Courses: 27-28 units
	Recommended Course
	Requirements for a Minor: 20 units
	Required Lower-Division Courses: 8 units
	Required Upper-Division Courses: 12 units
	Preparation for Teaching Chemistry
	at the Secondary Level
	Lower-Division Course Descriptions
	Upper-Division Course Descriptions
	CHM 198 Chemical Research (1-4) Prerequisites: CHM 102, CHM 125, or CHM 131. Students work closely with a faculty person on original research projects. The results may be reported in research conferences and journal form for publication.
	Communication Studies
	Professors D. Dunn, L. Stern
	Associate Professor E. Gardner (chair), P. Mena
	The mission of Westmont’s Communication Studies department is to help students improve in both “wisdom and eloquence,” a centuries-old but still contemporary ideal. Students develop facility in communication, gain an understanding of rhetoric as part ...
	As students choose from the major's categories, they can take multiple classes in an interest-area such as media or rhetorical studies. Although the curriculum is designed more to aid the student in being transformed intellectually according to the st...
	Students are also encouraged to complete communication-related internships, engage in original research with their professors, and participate in academic conferences in the discipline of communication. The Westmont College chapter of Lambda Pi Eta, t...
	Requirements for a Communication Studies Major: 46 units
	Required Foundation: 12 units
	Required Options by Category: 34 units
	Relationships and Conflict (one of the following): 4 units
	Discourse and Society (one of the following): 4 units
	Reasoning and Writing (two of the following): 8 units
	Electives (not taken above): 16 units
	Senior Capstone Experience: 2 units
	Global Communication (complete at least one)*
	Requirements for a Minor: 20 units
	Required Foundation: 4 units
	Electives: 16 units
	Lower-Division Course Descriptions
	Upper-Division Course Descriptions
	Computer Science
	Professor G. Song
	Associate Professors A. Aboud. M. van der Walt (chair)
	Assistant Professors K. Hansen, M. Ryu
	Set in the context of a liberal arts college, the computer science program at Westmont offers broad opportunities for exposure to problems and ideas from other disciplines. In recognition of the increasingly interdisciplinary contexts faced by compute...
	The computer science program maintains a strong sense of community through weekly events shared between students and faculty, annual department retreats, meals, and social events at faculty homes. Santa Barbara has earned the nickname “Silicon Beach” ...
	Requirements for the Computer Science Major
	Required Core: (36 units)
	B.A. in Computer Science (48 units including core)
	B.S. in Computer Science (60 units including core)
	Requirements for a Computer Science Minor:
	20 units
	Lower-Division Course Descriptions
	Upper-Division Course Descriptions
	CS 198 Research (1-4) Prerequisite: CS 030. Students will work closely with faculty on original research. (By arrangement.)
	Data Analytics
	Professors P. Hunter, G. Song
	Associate Professors A. Aboud, M. van der Walt (chair)
	Assistant Professors K. Hansen, M. Ryu
	Instructor C. Harmon
	Requirements for B.S. in Data Analytics: 64 units
	Required Lower-Division Courses: 32 units
	Required Upper Division Courses: 28 units
	Capstone Experience: 4 units
	Additional Recommended Courses
	Economics and Business
	Associate Professor R. Ifland (chair)
	Assistant Professor J. Keefer, R. Kim, K. McGuire, S. Owusu
	Instructor C. Harmon
	Requirements for a Major: 53 units
	During the first two years, students complete 24 units of  lower-division introductory courses:
	During the final two years, students take 9 units of required upper-division courses:
	Students choose 20 units of elective courses (five 4-unit courses) including but not limited to the following courses:
	Electives may be taken in any combination, based upon individual interests, allowing students to develop an emphasis such as: economics, entrepreneurship and innovation, accounting and finance, marketing and management, pre-law or international busine...
	Many students complete a second major or minor in: mathematics, foreign language, philosophy, communication studies, data analytics, or computer science.
	Requirements for a Minor: 24 units
	Required Lower-Division Courses: 12 units
	Required Three Upper-Division Elective Courses: 12 units
	Lower-Division Course Descriptions
	Upper-Division Course Descriptions
	Education Program
	Associate Professor C. Mitten (chair)
	Assistant Professor S. Hawkins
	Teaching at any level is a demanding profession, and requires rigorous preparation. This includes academic and professional preparation at a liberal arts college such as Westmont, where students are encouraged to develop themselves as whole, well-roun...
	In the Department of Education, we bear a special responsibility for mentoring prospective teachers and guiding them in the transition from student to teacher.  We work closely with other academic departments on campus responsible for the subject matt...
	Prospective secondary teachers generally major in the subject area they wish to teach while taking some pre-requisite courses for the Teacher Credential Program. In their junior or senior year, they demonstrate content knowledge with their Bachelor’s ...
	Westmont is approved by the California Commission on Teacher Credentialing to offer Single Subject credentials in English, History-Social Science, Mathematics, the Sciences (general and specialized), Art, Physical Education, Spanish, and Music. A Bach...
	All teacher candidates, elementary and secondary, should note that requirements for entrance to state-approved credential programs, as well as credential requirements themselves, are subject to change by California’s Commission on Teacher Credentialin...
	Early planning is essential for secondary candidates. Students considering such a profession should alert their academic advisor as soon as possible after arriving at Westmont, and also notify the Department of Education chair.
	Personal, one-on-one advising guides candidates through the complex maze of state requirements leading to a teaching credential. Program personnel are consistently available and responsive to individual student questions.
	A scholarship equal to a 55% reduction in tuition is given during the semester of student teaching to students who have completed the B.A. degree and who live off campus. Note that this is given in lieu of other Westmont scholarships the student may h...
	Multiple Subject Credential Requirements
	(Elementary)
	Candidates for the Multiple Subject Credential typically complete a Liberal Studies major. Whatever major is selected, candidates must provide evidence that verifies they meet state-required Subject Matter Competency requirements (see options at https...
	Required methods courses:
	Required support courses:
	(Normally these are taken prior to entering the Credential program, but one of these courses may be taken simultaneously while in the program):
	Note that candidates must also demonstrate knowledge of the U.S. Constitution (by completing POL 010; or passing an approved examination, available through the Westmont Department of Education) and complete CPR training/certification (infant/child/adu...
	In addition to tests required for entry to the Credential program, elementary candidates must also pass a state literacy performance assessment, in order to receive their California credential.
	All candidates must pass the California Teaching Performance Assessment (CalTPA Cycle I and Cycle II) prior to being recommended for a teaching credential.
	Single Subject Credential Requirements
	(Secondary)
	Required courses:
	Required support courses
	(Normally these are taken prior to entering the Credential program, but one or two of these may also be taken simultaneously with the program):
	Candidates must also demonstrate knowledge of the U.S. Constitution (by completing POL 010; or passing an approved examination, available through the Westmont Department of Education) and complete CPR training/certification (infant/child/adult-level)....
	Candidates must pass the California Teaching Performance Assessment (CalTPA Cycle I and Cycle II) prior to being recommended for the credential.
	Admission Procedures (For students completing a credential program, elementary or secondary, as part of their Westmont undergraduate degree)
	Fifth Year: Advanced Studies Program
	(Elementary or Secondary)
	Graduates of Westmont or other colleges who choose not to earn their credential as part of their four-year program have the option of completing a fifth-year, post-baccalaureate program at Westmont.
	Teacher candidates planning to enroll in the fifth year program should complete as many of the following requirements as possible, at Westmont or elsewhere, prior to beginning the fifth year. Normally, one to three of these courses (up to 6 credits) m...
	Admission Requirements for Advanced Studies
	Course Descriptions
	ED 196 Student Teaching Seminar: Secondary (3) Registration is concurrent with ED 191. Weekly seminars focus on issues relevant to student teaching in culturally diverse settings.
	Education Minor
	Associate Professor C. Mitten (chair)
	Requirements for a Minor: 20 - 22 units
	Required Courses: 18 units
	Elective: 2-4 units
	Engineering
	Professors A. Goodworth, R. Haring-Kaye, D. Jensen (Chair), K. Wood
	Instructor W. Allison
	Requirements for a B.S. in Engineering: 86 units
	Required Engineering Courses: 50 units
	Additional Technical Electives: 6 units
	Required Courses from Math and Science: 30 units
	English
	Associate Professors R. McNamara, S. Skripsky (chair)
	Assistant Professors J. Diaz, W. Jackson, A. Jordan, D. Tucker
	Through both reading and writing, the English major develops the capacity for critical thinking and the ability to communicate in rhetorically sensitive prose. Thus, the major helps to fulfill the English Department’s Mission Statement:
	The major offers a strong program for students interested in the general study of English, with two possible areas of concentration, literature or writing. The writing concentration is for those who desire the benefits, in college and after, of signif...
	The student-led Writer’s Guild and Poetry Club afford students a chance to socialize while exploring their passion for writing in the company of peers. The clubs’ focus on sharing and critiquing the creative writing drafted by its members.
	Students who love literature but also wish to pursue an interest in some other field may find it beneficial to double major in English and another discipline or to major in English and add a minor or two in other disciplines. Graduating majors have en...
	Requirements for an English Major: 40 units
	(with a minimum of 20 upper-division units)
	(Any of the above may be replaced by an approved England Mayterm course.)
	Writing Concentration
	Guidelines for Graduate Study Preparation
	in English Literature: 54-62 units
	A modern or ancient language at the intermediate level: 0-8 units
	Lower-Division Courses: 8-12 units
	Upper-Division Courses: 42-46 units
	Recommended:
	Guidelines for Teacher Preparation for
	Secondary Teachers of English: 54-60 units
	literature and textual analysis
	language, linguistics, and literacy
	composition and rhetoric
	communications - speech, media, and creative performance
	Literature and Textual Analysis: 32 units
	Language, Linguistics, and Literacy: 8 units
	Composition and Rhetoric: 6-12 units
	Requirements for an English Minor: 20 units
	Requirements for a Writing Minor: 20 units
	Lower-Division Course Descriptions
	ENG 090 Methods of Reading (4) Prerequisite: completion of the Writing for the Liberal Arts GE requirement. Intensive written practice in methods of analyzing and interpreting works of drama, fiction, or poetry in genre-specific ways, as preparation f...
	Upper-Division Course Descriptions
	English - Modern Language
	Professor M. Docter (co-chair)
	Associate Professor L. Elías (co-chair)
	Assistant Professor C. Molina
	Requirements for a Major: 36 units
	Literature Survey: Two courses selected from one of the following categories (8)
	Four upper-division literature courses in a Single Foreign Language (16)
	Course Descriptions
	French (see French major)
	German Studies
	Spanish (see Spanish major)
	Environmental Studies
	Professors L. DeBoer, C. Reeder, S. Richter, M. Robins, A. Sparkman, C. Toms
	Associate Professor S. Contakes, E. Gardner, B. Horvath, B. Kent, M. Stirling
	Assistant Professor K. Bryant, B. Carlson, A. Jordan, R. Kim, C. Molina, A. Morrisset, L. Schultheis, A. Su
	Instructor S. Cowell
	Requirements for a Major: 45 units
	Required Core: 17 units
	Natural Sciences: 4 units
	One of the following:
	Social Sciences: 8 units
	Two of the following:
	Humanities: 4 units
	One of the following:
	Electives: 8-9 units
	Internship or Research: 3-4 units
	Requirements for a Minor: 20 units
	Required Courses:
	Electives: 16 units
	Course Descriptions
	Ethnic Studies Minor
	Professors C. Farhadian, T. Knecht
	Associate Professors E. Gardner, B. Kent, R. McNamara, C. Mitten
	Assistant Professor  A. Su
	Requirements for a Minor: 24 units
	Required Courses: 8 units
	Electives: 16 units
	Course Descriptions
	Film Studies Minor
	Professors D. Dunn, C. Farhadian, T. Knecht, M. Thomas, T. Work
	Associate Professors J. Hicks (minor advisor)
	Assistant Professor W. Jackson
	Requirements for a Minor: 22 units
	Film Theory and Criticism: 4 units
	Film in Context: 4 units
	One of the following:
	Film Practice: 4 units
	One of the following:
	Portfolio or Capstone Project (up to 2 units)
	Electives: 8 units
	Two of the following, not taken above:
	Lower-Division Course Descriptions
	Upper-Division Course Descriptions
	French
	The great body of French and Francophone literature allows us to live vicariously the history, philosophy, sociology, and psychology of another nation. The French major develops the capacities for a sensitive and refined use of language and affection ...
	Close student-faculty relationships, small class sizes, excellent language materials and internet resources, and flexibility in the curriculum all contribute to meet students’ needs in studying French.
	Due to the role France and the French have played in the world’s culture and civilization, the French major lends itself particularly well to doubling with majors in English, religious studies, political science, philosophy, economics and business, ma...
	Requirements for a Major: 40-44 units
	A. Language and Literature Track: 40 units
	French majors must take 40 upper-division units in French, including one semester of 15-16 units at an approved university in a region where French is the native language. The minimum prerequisite to study abroad toward the major is four semesters of ...
	B. French Studies Track: 44 units
	Off-Campus Semester: 15-16 units
	Requirements for a Minor: 20 units
	20 units, 12 of which must be upper-division.
	At least one upper-division course (4 units) must be taken on the Westmont campus.
	(Note: FR 150 does not count for the French minor, as it is taught in English; it does count for the major.)
	French minors intending to study abroad must first complete a minimum of two semesters of college-level French, though three are recommended. Prior to their semester abroad, French minors should work carefully with their advisors to ensure all courses...
	Lower-Division Course Descriptions
	Upper-Division Course Descriptions
	FR 195 Seminar (2-4) Prerequisite: FR 003 or equivalent. Advanced study on a single author, genre, or topic. Recent seminar: The Chivalric Tradition in French Literature.
	FR 199 Major Honors (4-6) In consultation with their faculty mentor the Major Honors candidate will develop and execute an advanced level independent research project, produce a fully documented research paper, and pass an oral examination on the rese...
	Gender Studies Minor
	Professors H. Keaney, C. Reeder (Program Coordinator), H. Rhee
	Associate Professors S. Jirek, S. Skripsky , M. Stirling
	Requirements for a Minor: 24 units
	Required Courses: 4 units
	GS 119 Feminist and Gender Theory (4)
	GS 134 Gender in Theological Perspective (4)
	SOC 135 Gender in Cross-Cultural Perspective (4)
	(or a substitute RS course with program coordinators permission)
	Electives: 20 units
	At least 8 of the elective units must be chosen from the following:
	ART 162 Screen Printing (4)
	ENG 160 Women Writers (4)
	HIS 188 Women in the Middle East (4)
	SP 180 Latin American Women Writers (4)
	TA 140 Race and Gender on the American Stage (4)
	Remaining electives may be chosen from the courses above, or from the following courses, but no more than eight units from a single academic department may count toward the minor:
	ENG 060 Writers in Conversation: Gender and Literature (4)
	SOC 130 Sociology of the Family (4)
	SOC 177 Interpersonal Violence (4)
	Internships (190, up to 4 units) and Special Topics (195) courses focusing on gender as offered by various departments.
	Upper-Division Course Descriptions
	Global Studies Minor
	Professor C. Toms
	Requirements for a Minor: 26 - 28 units
	Required Courses: 6-8 units
	Off-Campus Semester: 12 units
	Further Study in a Single Language: 2 courses
	Upper-Division Course Descriptions
	GLS 140 Global Studies Seminar (4) Global Studies is the academic study of political, economic, ecological, and cultural relations and processes that affect communities around the world. Oriented around the study and forces of “globalization”, the fie...
	GLS 141 Global Studies Capstone (2-4) This course is a senior seminar that offers a capstone experience for the Global Studies minor. In this course, students will strengthen their conceptual, methodological, applied, and faith-based learning competen...
	History
	Professors A. Chapman, H. Keaney, M. Robins (chair)
	Assistant Professor S. Morrisset, A. Su
	The study of history sharpens analytical and critical skills essential to intelligent citizenship in today’s world. It fosters the ability to ask good questions, to understand situations from several vantage points, to cultivate humility, and to under...
	The history department provides courses in a variety of time periods and geographic areas. Students gain familiarity with the methodology and philosophy of historical study. All courses nurture research and writing skills.
	Within the History major students can choose one of the four “tracks” that best aligns with the student’s particular interests and goals. The General History track provides a broad curriculum that allows flexibility for double majors and off-campus pr...
	Many students spend a semester abroad during the course of their studies. Some do so as part of the major’s International Studies track. There is also a track for those who wish to pursue a career in secondary education. Students considering graduate ...
	Requirements for a Major: 40-52 units
	A. General History Track: 40 units
	Required Courses: 12 units
	Required Upper-Division Courses: 20 units
	One of the following: (4) Modern Europe
	Additional HIS Electives: 8 units
	B. History Graduate School Track: 48 units
	C. International Studies Track: 52 units
	Secondary Education Teacher Track: 52 units
	Required Lower-Division Courses: 28 units
	Required Upper-Division Courses: 24 units
	Recommended Courses:
	Requirements for a Minor: 20 units
	Required Lower-Division Course: 4 units
	Required Additional Courses: 16 units
	Lower-Division Course Descriptions
	Upper-Division Course Descriptions
	HIS 198 Senior Research Seminar (4) Prerequisite: Junior standing and HIS 099. Guided research on a problem of historical interest. Culminates in a major paper.
	HIS 199 Major Honors (4-6) In consultation with their faculty mentor the Major Honors candidate will develop and execute an advanced level independent research project, produce a fully documented research paper, and pass an oral examination on the res...
	Interdisciplinary Studies
	Lower-Division Course Descriptions
	Kinesiology
	Professors C. Toms, R. Smelley, T. Van Haitsma (chair)
	Associate Professor D. Wolf
	Assistant Professors I. Gomez, J. Walbolt
	Instructor A. Wallace
	The major curriculum provides a sound liberal arts background and an area of academic specialization. The department offers two tracks: 1) B.S. in Movement and Exercise Science, with particular emphasis in exercise science, pre- physical and occupatio...
	The Kinesiology Department recognizes the tremendous value of an off-campus experience. In addition to campus-wide programs available to all students, three programs are available which offer unique application to the discipline of kinesiology. Course...
	Requirements for the B.S. Major
	Movement and Exercise Science Track: 53 units
	Required Lower-Division Courses: 20 units
	Required Upper-Division Courses: 27 units
	Electives: 6 units
	Movement and Biomedical Sciences Track: 70 units
	Required Lower-Division Courses: 16 units
	Required Upper-Division Courses: 22 units
	Medical Science Courses: 32 units
	Requirements for a Minor: 24 units
	Movement Science Minor: 24 units
	Coaching Minor: 24-25 units
	Preparation for Teaching Physical Education at the Elementary or Secondary Level
	Major Courses
	Lower-Division Course Descriptions
	Upper-Division Course Descriptions
	KNS 198 Research (1-4) Laboratory and/or field research with a faculty member. Students will conduct experiments, analyze data, and present written and/or oral findings based on their work.
	KNS 199 Major Honors (4-6) In consultation with their faculty mentor the Major Honors candidate will develop and execute an advanced level independent research project, produce a fully documented research paper, and pass an oral examination on the res...
	Physical Education Activity Courses
	All students must complete PEA 032 Fitness for Life and three different PE Activity courses to satisfy the PEA General Education requirement. Subsequent PEA courses in a given activity must be at a higher level. The varsity sport is considered the hig...
	Students may receive credit for a maximum of eight (8) units of PE Activity coursework toward their degree. This includes any transfer PE credit plus Westmont PEA credit.
	Varsity athletes only are allowed to repeat their PEA varsity sport four times for credit and receive up to four (4) units of credit toward their degree. However, only one of their PEA varsity sport courses will be counted toward their PEA General Edu...
	Students may be enrolled in only one PEA course per semester for credit. Declared KNS majors may be enrolled in two PEA courses for credit in a given semester.
	Transfer students must complete one Westmont PE Activity course for each full year they are enrolled at Westmont, including PEA 032 Fitness for Life, or complete all four (4) PE Activity course requirements. Please note: Reapplicants who originally en...
	PEA 032 Fitness for Life (1) The study and practical application of the health-related components of fitness. Founded on the “wellness model,” the course emphasizes lifestyle changes and decisions leading to good health. Emphasis is on individualized ...
	Liberal Studies
	Associate Professor C. Mitten, Program Coordinator
	Assistant Professor S. Hawkins
	Subject Matter Preparation for
	Elementary Teaching Candidates
	Westmont’s liberal studies program was designed with California Commission on Teacher Credentialing content standards (Elementary Subject Matter) in mind. Accordingly, the program offers prospective elementary teachers strong preparation for meeting s...
	Typically, students completing the liberal studies major immediately go on to enroll in a one-year Multiple Subject (K-6) credential program. For information on Westmont’s Teacher Credential programs, refer to the Education Program.
	Careful, one-on-one advising guides liberal studies students at Westmont through the sometimes complex maze of California requirements leading to a teaching credential. Program personnel are consistently available and responsive to individual student ...
	Clinical placements in local elementary schools throughout the liberal studies major help to prepare students for the demands of a teaching credential program and the responsibilities of full-time teaching.
	Liberal studies students who have completed the B.A. degree and who live off campus receive a scholarship (equal to a 55% reduction in tuition) during the student teaching semester. Note that this is given in lieu of other Westmont scholarships studen...
	Requirements for Liberal Studies
	(Multiple Subject) Major: 113-117 units
	I. Language and Literature (20-24 units)
	For details of how students fulfill the College’s writing intensive course requirements, please see Liberal Studies Handbook.
	II. History/Social Science (16 units)
	III. Mathematics and Computer Science (8 units)
	IV. Natural Science (12 units)
	V. Visual and Performing Arts (8 units)
	VI. Health and Physical Education (7 units)
	VII. Human Development (4 units)
	VIII. Preprofessional coursework (6 units)
	IX. Academic Concentration (10-12 units)
	Each Liberal Studies major selects three full (3-4 unit) courses totaling no less than 10 units, above and beyond the requirements above, in one of the following areas. For details, see the Liberal Studies Handbook.
	X. Additional courses to fulfill General Education requirements (16 units)
	Students taking courses that do not appear on the list above must gain approval from the education department in order for the coursework to be validated as part of their major.
	Sample Four-Year Course Sequence
	Liberal Studies Program—Fast-track option (3 years Liberal Studies Major + 1 year Credential Program)
	First Year
	Second Year
	Third Year
	Fourth Year (Credential Program)
	Notes on sample four-year schedule:
	Students who choose not to complete the teacher preparation program as part of their four-year program, or who have not been admitted to the credential program, will replace the education courses in the fourth year, above, with elective units.
	Four semesters shown in the sample four-year course sequence consist of schedules exceeding the regular limit of 18 units. Not all students are eligible to exceed this limit. Students may use Mayterm, approved summer coursework from other institutions...
	For students on the “fast-track” schedule, the baccalaureate degree would officially be awarded at the conclusion of the first semester of the fourth year. Students participate in graduation ceremonies the following May. A student in this program woul...
	Mathematics
	Professor P. Hunter
	Associate Professors A. Aboud, M. Van der Walt (chair)
	Assistant Professor K. Hansen
	Admissions Mathematics Requirement
	The admissions math requirement is a prerequisite for all mathematics courses, unless otherwise noted. For further information, see the “Applying to Westmont” section of the catalog.
	Requirements for a B.A. Major: 44 units
	Lower-Division Courses: 24 units
	Foundation Courses: 8 units
	Capstone Course: 4 units
	Breadth: 8 units
	Requirements for a B.S. Major: 52 units
	Lower-Division Courses: 28 units
	Foundation Courses: 8 units
	In-Depth Study: 4 units
	Capstone Course: 4 units
	Breadth: 8 units (Choose any 8 additional units chosen from 4-unit upper-division mathematics courses.)
	Requirements for a Mathematics Minor: 24 units
	Requirements for an Applied Mathematics Minor: 24 units
	Required Courses: 16 units
	Elective: 8 units (at least 4 units must be MA or CS)
	Preparation for Teaching Mathematics at the Secondary Level
	Music
	Adams Chair of Music and Worship, Professor S. Reichwald
	Professor S. Butler
	Associate Professors D. Gee, H.S. Kim, R. Lin (chair)
	B.A. Degree Major Requirements:
	Liberal Arts Track: 48 units
	Required Lower-Division Courses: 10 units
	Required Upper-Division Courses: 26 units
	Required Applied Music Courses: 12 units
	Orchestral Instrument Performance Track: 58 units
	Required Lower-Division Courses: 10 units
	Required Upper-Division Courses: 26 units
	Required Applied Music Courses: 22 units
	Voice Performance Track: 58 units
	Required Lower-Division Courses: 10 units
	Required Upper-Division Courses: 26 units
	Required Applied Music Courses: 22 units
	Piano Performance Track: 58 units
	Required Lower-Division Courses: 10 units
	Required Upper-Division Courses: 26 units
	Required Applied Music Courses: 22 units
	Music Composition Track: 58 units
	Required Lower-Division Courses: 10 units
	Required Upper-Division Courses: 26 units
	Required Applied Music Courses: 22 units
	Worship Leadership Track: 50 units
	Required Core Courses: 18 units
	Required Courses in the major: 14 units
	Required Applied Music Courses: 10 units
	Upper Division Electives from Religious Studies or Music: 8 units
	Requirements for a Minor: 24 units
	Vocal Performance Track: 79 units
	Required Upper-Division Courses: 27 units
	Private Lessons: 15 units
	Major Choral Ensembles: 7 units
	Additional Courses: 17 units
	Piano Track: 79 units
	Required Upper-Division Courses: 27 units
	Private Lessons: 15 units
	Major Ensembles: 7 units
	Theatre Production: 3 units
	Chamber Music: 7 units
	Additional Courses: 7 units
	Orchestral Instrument Track: 79 units
	Required Upper-Division Courses: 26 units
	Private Lessons: 15 units
	Major Ensemble: 7 units
	Performance and Chamber Music Electives: 6 units
	Theatre Production: 3 units
	Pedagogy: 1 unit
	Additional Courses: 7 units
	Lower-Division Course Descriptions
	MU 016 Contemporary Writing and Arranging (4) An introduction to the principles and techniques of songwriting and arranging for modern band.
	MU 020 Survey of Western Music (4) This course will cover the elements of music, fostering each student’s unique path to listening and understanding. This course will equip students with the language, tools, and listening skills to build a lifelong en...
	MU 022 Survey of American Popular Music (4) A historical survey of the music of American popular culture.
	MU 030 Sound Recording and Music Production (4) Sound Recording and Music Production introduces students to music production technologies: digital audio workstations (DAWs), the standard equipment of a recording studio, and the process for making reco...
	MU 040 Musical Theatre: From Past to Present (4) Throughout this course, students will study the history of musical theatre. They will look at specific examples of historic controversies in song and dance. They will also gain a working knowledge of th...
	MU 093 Half Recital Project (0) A course for Performance Track and Bachelor of Music (Pre-Teaching Credential) majors to perform a half recital assigned by faculty with another student. The length of the joint recital should be approximately 75 minutes.
	Upper-Division Course Descriptions
	MU 185 Music in the Secondary Schools (4) Study will focus on the preparation for teaching instrumental and choral music at the middle and high school levels of secondary schools. Topics will include the following: basic philosophical considerations a...
	MU 190 Internship (1-4) Practical field experience in music administration, business, music production, church music, and related areas.
	MU 193 Full Recital Project (2)
	MU 199 Major Honors (4-6) In consultation with their faculty mentor the Major Honors candidate will develop and execute an advanced level independent research project, produce a fully documented research paper, and pass an oral examination on the rese...
	Class Lessons (1)
	Private Lessons (1-2)
	Ensembles (1)
	Pedagogy
	Natural Science
	Lower-Division Course Descriptions
	PHS 011 Introduction to Physical Sciences (4) An introduction to physics, chemistry, earth science, and astronomy including mechanics, electricity and magnetism, energy, theories of the atom, periodic table, chemical reactions, oceans, erosion, climat...
	Upper-Division Course Descriptions
	PHS 114 Earth Science (4) An introduction to astronomy, geology, meteorology, and oceanography.
	Nursing
	Associate Professors S. Curtis, D. Hoffman (Program Director)
	Assistant Professors J. Barbosa, J. Colborn, L. Gardia (Assistant Director), M. Gomez, C. Howe, E. Murray (Assistant Director), D. Wong
	Instructors K. Carr, B. Luiken, E. Zorn
	Bachelor of Science in Nursing
	Core Program Requirements (74 units):
	Course Descriptions
	Philosophy
	Kenneth and Peggy Monroe Chair of Philosophy, Professor M. Nelson (co-chair)
	Professors G. Ten Elshof, D. Vander Laan )co-chair)
	The program also provides a philosophical framework for specific academic disciplines (such as philosophy of science and philosophy of religion), and it helps students acquire the intellectual skills needed in integrating knowledge. Philosophy courses...
	The Westmont chapter of Phi Sigma Tau, a national honor society in philosophy, provides an active forum for student fellowship and discussion. In addition, students may join the Society of Christian Philosophers, which holds a Mountain-Pacific regiona...
	Requirements for a Major: 36 units
	Required Philosophy Major Core: 20 units
	It is recommended that Philosophy majors take PHI 108,  and two of the four history of philosophy courses (103, 105, 106, and 107) early on, preferably before taking additional upper-division courses.
	Elective Courses: 16 units
	Students may select elective courses from one of the areas of concentration below or select elective courses from among the various concentrations to meet the 16 elective unit requirement. At least 12 of the 16 elective units must be in upper division...
	Elective Courses Recommended for the Graduate School Concentration: 16 units
	Elective Courses Recommended for the Pre-M.B.A. Concentration: 16 units
	Elective Courses Recommended for the Pre-Law Concentration: 16 units
	Elective Courses Recommended for the Pre-Seminary Concentration: 16 units
	Elective Courses Recommended for the Social Issues and the Human Condition Concentration: 16 units
	Requirements for a Minor: 20 units
	Lower-Division Course Descriptions
	PHI 006H Philosophical Perspectives: Honors (4) Prerequisite: By invitation only. An advanced introduction to philosophy and its main ideas and methods. Also a philosophical introduction to the Christian liberal arts.
	PHI 007 Philosophical Perspectives on Conflict and Peacemaking (4) An exploration into the relationship of several major areas of philosophy - ethics, metaphysics, epistemology and political philosophy – and conflict and peacemaking.
	Upper-Division Course Descriptions
	PHI 189 Aesthetics (4) A critical survey of the various ways, both historical and contemporary, in which people have understood art and the aesthetic experience.
	PHI 190 Internship (1-8) Internship related to major at a variety of employers.
	PHI 195 Senior Seminar (4) Prerequisite: Philosophy majors only. To be taken by all philosophy majors during their last spring semester on campus. A writing-intensive capstone seminar course designed to help students to: (a) integrate their major, (b)...
	PHI 199 Major Honors (4-6) In consultation with their faculty mentor the Major Honors candidate will develop and execute an advanced level independent research project, produce a fully documented research paper, and pass an oral examination on the res...
	Physics
	Professor R. Haring-Kaye
	Assistant Professors B. Carlson (chair), J. Gee
	Instructor W. Allison
	Requirements for a B.A. in Physics: 50-57 units
	General Track: 57 units
	Required Lower-Division Courses: 35 units
	Required Upper-Division Courses: 22 units
	Applied Physics Track: 50 units
	Required Lower-Division Courses: 41 units
	Required Upper-Division Courses: 9 units
	Recommended
	Requirements for a B.S. in Physics: 70-72 units
	General Physics Track: 71-72 units
	Required Lower-Division Courses: 35 units
	Required Upper-Division Courses: 36-37 units
	Computational and Data Physics Track: 70 units
	Required Lower-Division Courses: 43 units
	Required Upper-Division Courses: 27 units
	Requirements for a Physics Minor: 23-24 units
	Required Lower-Division Courses: 15 units
	Two Required Upper-Division Courses from the following: 8-9 units
	Lower-Division Course Descriptions
	PHY 026 Modern Physics Laboratory (1) Prerequisite: PHY 025. An intermediate-level laboratory to follow PHY 025. Laboratory techniques and analysis skills developed in PHY 022 and PHY 024 are enhanced and refined through a more sophisticated developme...
	Upper-Division Course Descriptions
	PHY 198 Physics Research (1-4) Prerequisite: PHY 025. Students will work closely with faculty on original research and/or senior thesis.
	Political Science
	Professors J. Covington (co-chair), T. Knecht (co-chair)
	Assistant Professor K. Bryant
	Students put their classroom insights to use in career-oriented internships in Santa Barbara in legislative offices, private legal offices, the district attorney’s office, city administration, regional planning agencies, police departments, occasional...
	Students may pursue similar internships through several of Westmont’s off-campus programs. In addition, the political science department’s summer internship program allows students to pursue extraordinary internship opportunities virtually anywhere in...
	Requirements for a Major: 48-68 units
	Standard Track: 48 Units
	Required Lower-Division Courses: 16 units
	Required Upper-Division Courses: 28 units
	American Government and Politics: Two of the following (8)
	International Relations and Comparative Politics: Two of the following (8)
	Political Theory: Two of the following (8)
	Electives: 4 units
	B. Pre-Law Track: 64 units
	Required Lower-Division Courses: 16 units
	Required Upper-Division Courses: 32 units
	American Government and Politics: Two of the following (8)
	International Relations and Comparative Politics: Two of the following (8)
	POL 112 International Organizations and Law (4)
	POL 120 Democracies and Dictators (4)
	POL 121 Conflict and Peacebuilding (4)
	Political Theory: Two of the following (8)
	POL 130 Classical Political Theory (4)
	Requirements from outside POL Department: 16 units
	Recommended Course:
	C. International Affairs Track: 68 units
	Required Lower-Division Courses: 16 units
	Required Upper-Division Courses: 28 units
	American Government and Politics: One of the following (4)
	International Relations and Comparative Politics: Two of the following (8)
	POL 112 International Organizations and Law (4)
	POL 120 Democracies and Dictators (4)
	POL 121 Conflict and Peacebuilding (4)
	Political Theory: Two of the following (8)
	Upper-Division POL Elective Course (4) in International Relations and Comparative Politics
	Recommended Courses:
	D. International Security and Development Track: 68 units
	Required Lower-Division Courses: 16 units
	Required Upper-Division Courses: 36 units
	International Relations and Comparative Politics: One of the following (4)
	International and Comparative Political Economy: One of the following (4)
	American Government and Politics: Two of the following (8)
	Political Theory: Two of the following (8)
	POL Electives: 4 units
	Upper-Division POL Elective Course (4) in International Relations / Comparative Politics
	Requirements from outside POL Department: 12 units
	Requirements for a Minor: 24 units
	Required Lower-Division Course: 12 units
	Other Required Courses: 12 units
	Lower-Division Course Descriptions
	POL 020 International Politics (4) An introduction to the study of what produces conflict and cooperation in the international system, including attention to historical, social, economic, religious and political factors that impact international  peac...
	Upper-Division Course Descriptions
	POL 190 Internship (4-8) Prerequisite: consent of instructor. Supervised internship in government agencies, law offices, nonprofit organizations, and NGOs (nongovernmental organizations).
	POL 199 Major Honors (4-6) In consultation with their faculty mentor the Major Honors candidate will develop and execute an advanced level independent research project, produce a fully documented research paper, and pass an oral examination on the res...
	Psychology
	Professors A. Gurney, S. Rogers, R. See (chair)
	Associate Professor G. Park
	Assistant Professor S. Lawrie
	All degree options incorporate (a) lower-division coursework in methodological and theoretical foundations, (b) lower-division coursework in allied disciplines, (c) core upper-division lecture and laboratory courses in specific areas of psychology, an...
	There are several academic, professional, and financial opportunities available to students in the psychology major. The capstone experience, which is designed to integrate knowledge and skills gained throughout the curriculum, allows students to focu...
	The psychology department encourages its majors to participate in an off-campus program before the end of the junior year. Off-campus experiences may include participation in a Westmont-sponsored program in which the student completes general educatio...
	Requirements for a B.A. Major: approx. 48 units
	Required Lower-Division Courses: 3 courses
	Required Upper-Division Courses: for a minimum of 36 units
	Requirements for a B.S. Major: approx. 56 units
	Required Lower-Division Courses: 3 courses
	Required Upper-Division PSY Courses: for a minimum of 32 units
	Required Courses from Other Disciplines: 3 courses
	Requirements for a B.S. Major, Behavioral Neuroscience Track: approx. 64 units
	Required Lower-Division Courses: 3 courses
	Required Upper-Division PSY Courses: for a minimum of 32 units
	Required Courses from Other Disciplines: 5 courses
	Requirements for a Minor:  20 units
	Lower-Division Course Descriptions
	Upper-Division Course Descriptions
	PSY 197 Capstone Senior Research in Psychology I (2) Prerequisites: PSY 001, PSY 013, upper division lab course, and senior standing. Development of a professional research proposal that likely includes preliminary data collection. In-depth training i...
	PSY 198 Capstone Senior Research in Psychology II (2) Prerequisites: PSY 001, PSY 013, PSY 197, and senior standing. Continuation of PSY 197 with a focus on carrying out the research project proposed in PSY 197, and writing and submitting a profession...
	PSY 199 Major Honors (4-6) In consultation with their faculty mentor the Major Honors candidate will develop and execute an advanced level independent research project, produce a fully documented research paper, and pass an oral examination on the res...
	Religious Studies
	Robert H. Gundry Chair of Biblical Studies, Old Testament, Professor
	S. Richter
	Professors C. Farhadian, C. Reeder (co-chair), H. Rhee, T. Work
	Associate Professors H. Beers (co-chair), D. Emanuel
	Requirements for a Major: 48 units
	Required Core: 28 units
	Electives: 20 additional units
	Requirements for a Minor: 20 units
	Requirements for Biblical Languages Minor: 20 units
	Lower-Division Course Descriptions
	RS 001H Introduction to Old Testament: Honors (4) By invitation only. A survey of the Old Testament with special attention to ancient Near Eastern context, Israelite history, literary forms, and theological contents, with more advanced readings and mo...
	Upper-Division Course Descriptions
	RS 180 Senior Seminar (4) Prerequisite: RS major with senior standing. (Earlier only by department chair approval.) Review and integration of skills in exegesis, hermeneutics, theology and historical analysis, toward the goal of an enduring faith and ...
	RS 199 Major Honors (4-6) In consultation with their faculty mentor the Major Honors candidate will develop and execute an advanced level independent research project, produce a fully documented research paper, and pass an oral examination on the rese...
	Social Science
	Requirements for a Major: 48 units
	A. Economics and Business: 20 units
	B. History: 20 units
	Please note HIS 010 will not count toward the History requirements of this major.
	C. Political Science: 20 units
	D. Sociology: 20 units
	Upper-Division SOC Electives: (8)
	Sociology and Anthropology
	Associate Professor S. Jirek (chair), B. Kent
	Assistant Professors J. Davidson, K. Davidson
	The basic objective of the sociology major at Westmont College is to help students develop a sociological and anthropological perspective within the context of Christian faith. It is our hope that students will gain insight into the nature of society ...
	The sociology major also makes it possible for students to pursue further training at the graduate level and become professional sociologists or anthropologists. The anthropology component of the curriculum prepares students for careers in foreign ser...
	Requirements for a Major: 46 units
	Regardless of the number of off-campus programs attended, only 8 off-campus units will be accepted toward the major requirements and only 4 for the minor.
	General Sociology Track
	Required Core Courses: 30 units
	Human Services Track
	Required Core: 38 units
	Students who wish to pursue graduate study in Social Work should also consider enrolling in courses (not available for major credit) from related fields, including:
	Cross-Cultural Track
	Required Core Courses: 30 units
	Requirements for an Anthropology Minor: 20 units
	Requirements for a Sociology Minor: 20 units
	Lower-Division Course Descriptions
	Anthropology
	Sociology
	Upper-Division Course Descriptions
	Anthropology
	AN 165 Anthropology of Education (4) This course uses the anthropological approach to study schools and to understand the relationship between learning, teaching, societies and culture. It offers a holistic view of educational processes, by exploring ...
	AN 195 Senior Seminar (2) Prerequisites: Senior standing. This capstone course asks students to look back at their major studies at Westmont and to look forward to living out ideals and cultivating skills after graduation through the application of th...
	AN 198 Independent Research (4) Prerequisite: Junior standing; instructor consent required. Guided original research on appropriate issues in Sociology/Anthropology culminating in an advanced research report.
	AN 199 Major Honors (4-6) In consultation with their faculty mentor the Major Honors candidate will develop and execute an advanced level independent research project, produce a fully documented research paper, and pass an oral examination on the rese...
	Sociology
	SOC 195 Senior Seminar (2) Prerequisite: Senior Standing. This capstone course asks students to look back at their major studies at Westmont and to look forward to living out ideals and cultivating skills after graduation through the application of th...
	SOC 196 Topical Seminar (2-4) Prerequisite: Junior standing. Seminar topics to be announced by department. Enrollment limited.
	SOC 197 Senior Research Capstone (4) Prerequisite: SOC 108, SOC 109, SOC 171 or AN 145, and Senior standing. This course is designed for the synthesis of students’ knowledge gained during their major studies at Westmont and integration of sociological...
	SOC 198 Independent Research (4) Prerequisite: Junior standing; instructor consent required. Guided original research on appropriate issues in Sociology/Anthropology culminating in an advanced research report.
	SOC 199 Major Honors (4-6) In consultation with their faculty mentor the Major Honors candidate will develop and execute an advanced level independent research project, produce a fully documented research paper, and pass an oral examination on the res...
	Spanish
	Professor M. Docter (co-chair)
	Associate Professor L. Elías (co-chair)
	Assistant Professor C. Molina
	Students benefit from small class sizes, close student-faculty relationships, a flexible curriculum, and first-hand experience in a Spanish-speaking environment. The rigorous curriculum provides training which prepares students for professional pursui...
	As our society becomes more global, all graduates entering any field would benefit from fluency in Spanish and cross-cultural skills. The Spanish major lends itself particularly well to doubling with majors in a wide variety of disciplines, including ...
	Requirements for a Major: 36-40 units
	A. Language, and Literature Track: 36 units
	In completing the requirements below, majors are required to take one semester (of typically 15-19 units) at an approved university in Spain or Latin America. Prior to the semester abroad—typically taken in the sophomore or junior year—students must f...
	Core Courses: (12)
	Elective Courses: (20)
	Capstone Course: (4)
	B. Hispanic Studies Track: 40 units
	This track allows students to combine their interest in Spanish with another discipline in a related field. Students must work closely with their major advisor to ensure all related courses outside the Modern Language Department satisfy the requiremen...
	Core Courses: 16 units
	One of the following: (4)
	Elective Courses: (12)
	Related Courses: 8 units
	Capstone Course: (4)
	Requirements for a Minor: 20 units
	20 units, 12 of which must be upper-division. At least one upper-division class (4 units) must be taken on the Westmont campus. (Note: SP 150, IS 192, IS 193, and IS 197 do not count for the Spanish minor as they are taught in English.)
	Spanish minors intending to study abroad must first complete a minimum of two semesters of college-level Spanish. Prior to their semester abroad, Spanish minors should work carefully with their advisors to ensure all courses taken off campus will coun...
	Lower-Division Course Descriptions
	Upper-Division Course Descriptions
	SP 195 Seminar: Special Topics (2, 4) Prerequisite: SP 125. Advanced study of a single author or topic in Spanish or Latin American literature. Course may be repeated as topics vary.
	SP 196 Spanish Capstone (4) Prerequisite: Senior standing. Taught each spring. This capstone is designed to be a culminating experience for Spanish majors to reflect upon and refine all you have learned as a Westmont Spanish major as well as a space t...
	SP 199 Major Honors (4-6) In consultation with their faculty mentor the Major Honors candidate will develop and execute an advanced level independent research project, produce a fully documented research paper, and pass an oral examination on the rese...
	Theatre Arts
	Professor M. Thomas
	Associate Professor J. Hicks (chair)
	Requirements for a Major in Theatre Arts: 44-60 units
	Theatre in the Liberal Arts Track: 44 units
	Westmont’s Theatre in the Liberal Arts track is designed for students who intend to double major in Theatre Arts and another discipline, others who desire to use elective options to tailor their focus within vocational aspirations, or still others who...
	Required Lower-Division Core Courses: 16 units
	Upper-Division Breadth Requirements: 14 units
	Required Applied Theatre Arts: 6 units
	Take 6 units of the following:
	Theatre Arts Electives: 8 units
	Theatre Studies Track: 60 units
	Westmont’s Theatre Studies track is designed for students who wish to complete a single major, and have aspirations for graduate school and/or future professional work in the field. Students can tailor their interests, gifts, and vocational aspiration...
	Required Lower-Division Core Courses: 16 units
	Upper-Division Breadth Requirements: 22 units
	Required Applied Theatre Arts: 6 units
	Theatre Arts Electives: 16 units
	Students’ elective choices can emphasize a particular specialized part of the field, such as acting and directing, design and technology, or literature and history, or can maintain a broader approach, relative to student interest and vocational goals.
	Minor in Theatre Arts: 24 units
	Required Courses: 20 units
	Lower-Division Course Descriptions
	Upper-Division Course Descriptions
	TA 196 Senior Seminar: Launchpad (4) Prerequisite: Junior or Senior standing. A capstone course for the major involving advanced study, readings, discussion, and projects related to the student’s professional emphasis. Guest artists and additional top...
	TA 199 Major Honors (4-6) In consultation with their faculty mentor the Major Honors candidate will develop and execute an advanced level independent research project, produce a fully documented research paper, and pass an oral examination on the rese...
	Applied Theatre Arts
	Writing Minor
	Requirements for a Minor: 20 units
	Required Courses: 8 units
	ENG 104 Modern Grammar and Advanced Composition (4)
	One of the following:
	ENG 006 Studies in Literature (4)
	ENG 007H First-Year Honors Seminar in Literature (4)
	ENG 045 Studies in Classic Literature (4)
	ENG 060 Writers in Conversation (4)
	ENG 090 Methods of Reading (4)
	Electives: 12 units
	ART 131 Theory and Criticism in the Arts (4)
	COM 101 Theories of Rhetoric and Communication (4)
	COM 103 Communication Criticism (4)
	ENG 002 Composition (4)
	ENG 014 Introduction to Creative Writing (4)
	ENG 087 Introduction to Journalism (4)
	ENG 111 Screenwriting I (4)
	ENG 112 Screenwriting II (4)
	ENG 113 Screenwriting III (4)
	ENG 141 Creative Writing (4)
	ENG 142 Workshop in Creative Writing (4)
	ENG 143 Topics in Writing (2-4) *may be repeated as topics vary
	HIS 198 Senior Research Seminar (4)
	TA 145 Writing for Performance (4)
	No more than 8 elective units can be taken from the following:
	*APP/ENG 168 Student Publications: Horizon (1-4)
	*APP/ENG/IS 190/190SS Internship (1-8)
	*ENG 167 Writers’ Corner (2)
	*ENG 169 Student Publications: Phoenix (1-2)
	ENG 192 Capstone Seminar (2)
	Off-Campus Programs
	Types of Global Education Programs
	Affiliate Programs
	Special Programs
	Pre-Law Program
	Pre-Health Program
	R.O.T.C.: Army
	The R.O.T.C. program is divided into two parts: (1) two years of lower-division subjects, the Basic Course; and (2) two years of upper-division work, the Advanced Course, which is for selected students. The Basic Course classes are open to all interes...
	Students selected for the Advanced Course attend a 37-day advanced camp between their first and second year of Advanced R.O.T.C., normally between the junior and senior years of college. Each student is given a travel allowance, and is paid for their ...
	All R.O.T.C. instructors can advise students on academic matters, the R.O.T.C. program, and financial aid. In addition, the R.O.T.C. enrollment counselor is available for discussion of special options such as the two-year program and the scholarship p...
	It is highly recommended that the R.O.T.C. student complete PHI 113 Contemporary Moral Problems or COM 133 Conflict and Reconciliation at Westmont to complement the courses taken in the ROTC program.
	R.O.T.C.: Air Force
	First-Year and Sophomore Student Transportation to Westmont-sponsored special R.O.T.C programs
	Certificate in Theological Leadership
	Student Life
	Affirming the qualities of this relationship is vital. As students, staff, and professors learn to live together, we recognize the dual manifestations of love in justice and mercy. We attempt to work out what it means to live justly and mercifully in ...
	Given this focus, our social and intellectual growth needs freedom for exploration complemented by a commitment to good will and graciousness. Personal discipline is also required. For example, civility is basic to all types of community, while academ...
	Learning depends on truth-centered attitudes. It thrives in an atmosphere of discriminating openness to ideas, a condition that is characterized by a measure of modesty toward one’s own views, the desire to affirm the true, and the courage to examine ...
	Community is built upon other-centered practices. It flourishes in a place where love for God and neighbor is cultivated and nurtured. It grows strong when members practice integrity, confession, and forgiveness, attempt to live in reconciled relation...
	Scripture supports these attitudes and principles. It recognizes that all humans are created in the image of God and that God is the giver and taker of life, from the beginning of life to its end. It teaches us to value human presence, celebrate human...
	Desiring to implement the teachings of Christ, Westmont encourages true fellowship, in the whole body of Christ, including the local church, for when we love each other we imitate Christ’s love for us. As we seek to follow God in truth, certain choice...
	We are committed to inquiry as well as pronouncement, rigorous study as well as kindred friendship, challenging teaching as well as reflective learning. Sometimes these tensions will lead to conflict. To live in unity, we must set ourselves to the pra...
	Behavioral Expectations. The Westmont community chooses, freely and willingly, to impose upon itself rules for behavior which serve both the long-range interests of the institution and the immediate good of its individual members. While we do not view...
	Consistent with scripture, the College establishes the following specific expectations for the trustees, administration, faculty, staff, and students of the Westmont community:
	Westmont will establish other rules and regulations necessary for orderly community life and will list them in appropriate handbooks. You will find information which further explains the specifics of the Behavioral Expectations above in the section of...
	Westmont requires all of its guests during their time on campus to act in ways that are consistent with Westmont’s mission-based behavioral expectations for community life.
	Those involved with the CLO are responsible to advise, mentor, empower and support many of our student leaders. The groups they represent include the Westmont College Student Association (WCSA), the Westmont Activities Council (WAC), Spring Sing, and ...
	The CLO helps students navigate their beginnings at Westmont through the Orientation program, a first-year adventure day and other new student programs. Orientation welcomes new students to campus and transitions them to their new environment. In the ...
	Finally, the CLO initiates creative programming in complement to the college mission on topics that impact the Westmont student experience.
	Intercultural Programs (ICP). Our office is committed to engaging the Westmont community through dialogue and initiatives around multicultural identity.  We specifically focus on the exploration of racial, ethnic, and cultural identity.  Believing tha...
	The residence life staff at Westmont is committed to fostering an environment that helps students continue maturing as adults. This is an important time for students to increase their knowledge and understanding of themselves and to learn how to cope ...
	Residence halls at Westmont are designed to be challenging, fun, and healthy places to live. Students are encouraged to participate actively in their living group and to engage fully in creating an environment that is conducive to personal, spiritual,...
	The Housing Office provides services related to both on and off campus housing, meal plans, and student parking permits. Incoming students are matched by Residence Life staff, in consideration of stated preferences on the housing application. Returnin...
	The Housing Office is responsible for all residence hall furnishings and works closely with Residence Life and the Physical Plant to ensure a comfortable and secure living environment. Lounge furniture, kitchen appliances, laundry machines and recreat...
	In all programs, determined student-athletes and dedicated coaches have worked together to achieve an outstanding record of success—measured not merely by win-loss records, but chiefly by the positive impact on the lives of the participants. Over the ...
	Westmont Athletics provides other opportunities for growth. Many athletes use their competitive experience to participate in international tours and short-term ministries such as Athletes in Action and Sports Ambassadors. In some instances, Westmont a...
	Westmont athletic teams have a long history and tradition of success. Warrior Athletics will always be a strong part of the College’s educational program.
	In extenuating circumstances only, a student may petition the Academic Senate Review Committee for an exception to this policy. The petition must be submitted to the Student Records Office by March 15 and will be reviewed according to the following gu...
	1. The petition must explain the extenuating circumstances that prevent the student from completing degree requirements at the end of spring semester or Mayterm.
	2. The petition must include a written plan demonstrating how the requirements will be met during the summer immediately following the graduation ceremony.
	3. The plan may include a maximum of eight (8) pre-approved units to be completed after commencement.
	Students who exit Westmont at the conclusion of fall semester (December) will be allowed to complete a maximum of eight (8) pre-approved units during the following spring semester away from Westmont to complete remaining degree requirements and to be ...
	Degrees for Mayterm candidates are conferred as of June. Degrees for summer candidates are conferred as of August. Degrees will not be awarded until work is completed and grades are recorded and computed.
	Applying to Westmont
	Recognizing the importance of peers in shaping a learning environment, Westmont pays attention to the emerging character of each class as a whole. The college considers these criteria when reviewing each applicant:
	Final decisions for admission reflect an evaluation of the entire application, so submit accurate and complete information when you apply and let us get to know you well. Your personal story is important to us!
	How to Apply for Admission
	First-Year Students
	Exceptional applicants not meeting one of these standards may be granted conditional admission provided they make up the deficient course(s) at a community college or similar institution.
	Guaranteed admission partnerships. Westmont recognizes that many students are enrolled high schools across the country and around the world that share our philosophy of academic rigor, our commitment to the Christian faith and investment in whole-stud...
	To see admission guidelines for these partnerships, along with a list of current institutional partners, visit the Westmont website. To explore partnerships for your own high school, contact the Admissions Office.
	Transfer Students
	Westmont welcomes transfer students and invites them to begin their Westmont experience in either the fall or spring semester. Students may begin the transfer process at any time during their college experience. Applicants who have completed fewer th...
	Applicants transferring from an accredited college or university will receive credit for transferable courses for which they earned a grade of C- or better. Courses with “P” grades will be accepted for elective credit, only if the transcript indicates...
	Following the offer of admission, the Westmont Student Records Office will make a thorough evaluation of completed coursework as it applies to the general education requirements and the overall graduation requirements. Evaluations will be completed on...
	Westmont may restrict credit from a non-accredited institution and may, at the discretion of the Registrar, require validation through enrolling in a related course at Westmont and receiving a minimum grade of “C-”, or through an examination. Students...
	The College does not award credit for courses taken more than 25 years ago. Westmont limits transfer units from a community college to 64 semester units.
	Prospective student athletes admitted to Westmont as transfer students are not guaranteed NCAA athletic eligibility. Students should work with their respective coach and the Associate Athletic Director for Compliance to determine athletic eligibility.
	Certificate Students
	Westmont offers a certificate in Theological Leadership. The program is designed to introduce students to core biblical and theological principles related to leadership in a wide variety of vocational areas, including Christian ministry applications. ...
	Steps Required for All First-Year
	and Transfer Applicants
	Application Requirements for the Accelerated Bachelor of Science in Nursing (ABSN) Applicants
	The Westmont Downtown Grotenhuis Nursing Program offers an Accelerated Bachelor of Science in Nursing (ABSN) degree, helping students master the skills and knowledge necessary for a successful career in healthcare. Committed to faith, integrity, and s...
	Applicants must submit their application using the NursingCAS platform.
	Recognizing the importance of peers in shaping a cohort learning environment, Westmont pays attention to the emerging character of each cohort as a whole. The college considers these criteria when reviewing each applicant:
	Application Deadline and Notification Dates
	Academic Scholarships
	Students interested in the Augustinian Scholars program MUST apply under the Early Action I or Early Action II application plans. Candidates are selected by a nominating College Committee following the Early Action process and invited to attend an Aug...
	First-Year Academic Scholarships*
	Always check the Westmont website for any changes or updates
	Augustinian Scholarship
	• 75% of tuition for four consecutive years (competitive)
	• Requires maintaining a Westmont GPA of 3.25 or higher; 3.0 if enrolled in two or more honor classes per year.
	President’s Scholarship
	Transfer Academic Scholarships*
	Additional Admission Opportunities
	College Credit Programs
	Accepting A Westmont Offer of Admission
	Note: Reapplicants will be required to submit the $300 confirmation deposit if their previous deposit no longer remains in their student account.
	Charges
	College Housing and Meal Plan Charges
	The room rental contract allows students to occupy their rooms for the entire semester, except during the Christmas vacation period. Students may stay for any portion (or all) of spring recess, but must register in advance with their Resident Director...
	Only students who have registered and paid the $300 confirmation deposit can request parking permits.
	Off-Campus Programs
	Off-campus study programs are listed in the Special Programs section of this catalog. Tuition for Westmont approved off-campus programs is the same as tuition on campus (except in a few cases where tuition is higher than Westmont’s tuition, in which c...
	Students Using VA Benefits
	In accordance with 38 U.S. Code § 3679 students using Chapter 31 (Vocational Rehabilitation and Employment) or Chapter 33 (Post 9-11 G.I. Bill® - G.I. Bill® is a registered trademark of the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA). More information ab...
	In addition, students using Chapter 30 (Montgomery G.I. Bill®), Chapter 31 (Vocational Rehabilitation and Employment) or Chapter 33 (Post 9-11 G.I. Bill®) benefits will be charged the same tuition and fees as students who do not use VA benefits regard...
	Accessory Fees
	Financial Dates and Deadlines
	International Student Payment. International students who have been admitted to Westmont must submit a deposit of $300 and a Housing Application to confirm their admission. Due to Westmont’s limited enrollment, deposits arriving in late spring or summ...
	Minimum Initial Payment Late Fee and Cancellation of Registration. A late payment fee of $150 will be assessed if the Minimum Initial Payment is received by the Office of Student Financial Services after August 1, 2026, for the fall semester or Decemb...
	Students who enroll late. After making their Minimum Initial Payment students who wish to initially register or re-register at or near the beginning of the semester, may register through the 5th day of the semester. After this time, they may register ...
	A variation of the refund policy may apply for students who are federal financial aid recipients.
	Tuition
	Fees
	Music lesson fees are not refundable after the first lesson or after the Friday of the second week of classes. All other fees per the schedule listed below.
	Room
	After college housing has been reserved, room cancellation will result in a $150 fee even if the student has not yet occupied the campus housing.
	An additional $100 late fee is charged for cancellations after August 1 (for fall semester) or December 1 (for spring semester).
	Furthermore, once a student occupies a campus room and then cancels it after the start of the semester, only a percentage of the entire semester room charge will be refunded less the applicable preceding cancellation fees according to the schedule bel...
	Meal Plan
	When a student withdraws or checks-out from a campus residence prior to the start of the meal plan—and does not use any portion of that meal plan—a 100% refund of the semester board charge is made. Otherwise, a refund is based upon the week of the wit...
	Auditing Courses - Current Students
	During the first week of classes (not before), students may pick up an Add/Drop form from the Student Records Office in Kerrwood Hall. Obtain the signature of the instructor on the Add/Drop form and return it to the Student Records Office by the Add/D...
	Members of the Public Auditing Westmont Courses
	There is currently no limit and no age or residence restriction for members of the public who wish to audit a Westmont course. During the first week of classes (not before), pick up a Non-Matriculate Application form and an Add/Drop form from the Stud...
	Members of the Public Registering for Fall or Spring Semester Courses for Credit
	Per the Westmont Conditional Use Permit up to five (5) part-time students who are over 25 years old and are residents of Santa Barbara County may take courses for credit in fall or spring semester. They will be billed non-matriculated student tuition ...
	Student Financial Services
	Some forms of financial aid require a demonstration of need, although some students receive scholarships solely on the basis of academics or talent. To determine financial need and estimate a fair family contribution, Westmont uses the nationally acce...
	Students who choose to access off-campus programs directly and do not go through Westmont will not be eligible for financial aid through Westmont. They will need to apply for re-admission to Westmont upon their return. Any coursework will be considere...
	How to Apply for Aid
	Complete and submit a FAFSA form by March 1 to receive priority consideration. The Westmont College code number is 001341. The FAFSA is available on the FAFSA website (www.studentaid.gov). The student and one parent will each need a Federal Student Ai...
	California residents who have not previously been awarded a Cal Grant A or B must carefully review the instructions before completing the FAFSA and completely answer the state residency questions. New Cal Grant applicants must submit their high school...
	A student is eligible for a maximum of eight semesters of Westmont aid or until degree requirements are completed, whichever comes first. Transfer students receive aid on a prorated basis, based on the number of units transferred at the time of admiss...
	Westmont graduates entering the 5th year education program in the fall semester may be eligible for the same Westmont institutional aid package that they were eligible for prior to graduating. This aid would be for fall only and applies to both merit-...
	Students entering the 5th year education program with a bachelor’s degree from another institution will be considered for aid in the same way as a transfer student.
	The College applies aid to students’ accounts once each semester. Students who drop below full-time enrollment (12 units) or withdraw from school may be required to repay a prorated amount of the semester’s aid. Any decision of the Financial Aid Offic...
	A veteran or eligible V.A. benefit recipient who remains on probation for grade point deficiency below a 2.0 cumulative GPA beyond two semesters, will have his/her veteran’s benefits discontinued and any further certification of benefits terminated. C...
	The Institutional Refund policy is different than the Federal Title IV Refund policy. See the “Charges” section in this catalog for information on the institutional refund.
	The refund policy for Cal Grants is the same as the Westmont Institutional Refund policy.
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