MULTI-YEAR ASSESSMENT PLAN

Department: Environmental Studies
Chair: Amanda Sparkman

	Program Learning Outcomes
	2026-2027

	2027-2028

	2028-2029
	2029-2030

	2030-2031

	
	2031-2032
	Assessment methods and tools

	Benchmarks
	Who is in charge?
	How the loop will be closed /has been closed?

	Core knowledge: Students will demonstrate an interdisciplinary knowledge of the environment and complex environmental issues.
	
	
	x
	
	
	
	Seven-year report
	ENV 195 Environmental Studies Capstone project reflections

	80% of graduates will submit sophisticated reflections on how their capstone projects drew on core knowledge from at least 3 major disciplinary areas
	[bookmark: _heading=h.30j0zll]Amanda Sparkman
	-discuss how/ whether distribution of required/elective courses adequately form a strong interdisciplinary foundation in Environmental Studies

	Faith integration: Students will be able to identify and articulate theological and ethical approaches to environmental issues.
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	[bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]PHI 115 Environmental Ethics final exam question; ENV 001 Introduction to Environmental Studies (early in program) – ENV 195 Environmental Studies Capstone (senior spring)  before/after survey
	80% of students will show clear familiarity with basic creation care theology and sophisticated ability to engage an ethical issue related to the environment 
	Caryn Reeder
	-think strategically about where opportunities for faith integration arise across our curriculum to deepen student understanding

	Career development:
Students will develop skills and strategies for pursuing future educational and employment opportunities.
	
	
	
	x
	
	
	
	ENV 190 Environmental Internship before/after survey (taught with career development component) and student internships reflections.

	90% of students will show evidence of 
significantly increased confidence surrounding and practical understanding of how to pursue career opportunities 
	Christine Seibert
	-assess whether there are areas in the career development module of ENV 190 and/or other ENV courses that could be strengthened 

	1. Key Questions
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Means of inquiry and evaluation
	
	Who is in charge?
	Data-guided recommendations

	KQ1. How is the Westmont Garden currently serving the academic program, and how can its impact be expanded in a range of disciplines?


	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	compiling and evaluating type and quality of engagement with the Garden by existing courses; instructor/student surveys

	Two or more courses in each division are engaging the Garden in meaningful ways
	Anna Jordan
	-discuss whether there are additional ways to creatively engage diverse courses with Garden programming and resources

	KQ2. How are sustainability initiatives (involving the physical plant, dining commons, physical infrastructure, etc.) at Westmont currently serving the academic program, and how can their impact be expanded in a range of disciplines?


	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	compiling and evaluating type and quality of engagement with the sustainability initiatives by existing courses; instructor/student surveys
	Two or more courses in each division are engaging sustainability initiatives in meaningful ways
	Ben Carlson
	-discuss whether there are additional ways to creatively engage diverse courses with Sustainability programming and resources
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	GE Projects
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Means of inquiry and evaluation
	
	Who is in charge?
	Data-guided recommendations

	1.
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	Discussion/Comments/Reflections: 






	Departmental Program Review Retreats


	Date
	Agenda
	Decisions made
	Participants

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	



Notes: 
1. Adjust the Multi-Year Assessment Plan to your department seven-year assessment cycle.
2. Align your program-level assessment with the institutional or General Education assessment whenever possible: e.g., if your department has outcome aligned with the Quantitative Literacy ILO it should be assessed in the 2016-2017 academic year, etc. 




